
THE BAMBOO. 

ploughs, carts, wheelbarrows, spades, and 

all other agricultural implements ; his wife’s 

furniture, baskets, and numberless articles 

for domestic use, and his children’s toys 

are all made from the same plant. It is 

also manufactured into umbrellas, hats, 

musical instruments, cups, brooms, soles of 

shoes, sedan chairs, and wicks of candles. 

The bark, bruised and steeped, is formed 

into a pulp from which paper is made ; and 

in some parts of Asia a certain species 

supplies writing pens. Its fine fibre is made 

into twine; its shavings form stuffing for 

pillows, and its leaves are employed as a 

kind of cloak for wet weather. From the 

bamboo the fisherman makes his boat, with 

sails and oars complete; his ropes, floats, 

basket-cages, and other articles used in 

fishing. From it the hunter obtains his 

bows, arrows, spears, and other weapons. 

In the jungles of India tigers and other 

wild beasts are captured in a curious man- 

ner by the help of the bamboo. When 

hard pressed by hunger the savage animals 

leave their haunts in the forests and jungles, 

and stealthily prowl about the villages, 

carrying off fowls, sheep, and sometimes 

even human beings. The.enraged villagers 

meet in a suitable place, and choosing a 

strong young bamboo, they bend its stoutest 

and tallest branches, and bury the ends 

many feet in the ground. A kid or a bird 

is fastened amongst the leaves, close by a 

slip noose of stout rope. The hungry beast, 

attracted by the cries of the decoy, rushes 

into the snare; the noose tightens round 

its throat, and in its struggles to escape, 

loosens the buried branches, which swing 

aloft with mighty force, carrying up into 

the air the savage thief, who is there left to 

swing until its cries attract the watchers. 

We cannot describe half the purposes to 

which the bamboo is applied. Indeed, it 

would be nearly as difficult to say what it 

is zot used for as for what it is. 

In the province of Chag-Kiang, China, 

there are whole forests of bamboo, while 

that of Shantung is celebrated for the small, 
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hard sort, which is excellent for poles and 

levers. The plant is floated down in large 

quantities to Canton from Fo-Kien, Kiang-si, 

and especially Nam-hoo-foo. 

In every farm, whether large or small, 

there is behind the house a plot of ground 

of about 100 square yards, surrounded with 

a wide ditch filled with water, and entirely 

devoted to the cultivation of bamboo for 

domestic purposes. The grove thus formed 

generally becomes the favourite resort ot - 

turtle-doves, usually grey, with rose-coloured 

claws. In their large gardens the Chinese 

often intersperse black bamboos with arti- 

ficial rocks, producing a charming effect. 

In every village there are two or more 

bamboo stores, where the reed is sorted 

according to size and thickness. To work 

it, it should be taken in its green state; 

for a clever hand will then split it lengthwise 

into thin laths, which may be plaited in a 

thousand ways. As it never breaks, but 

only bends, and is never attacked by either 

worms or putrefaction, itis used for bridges 

over small streams ; and for water-pipes for 

the irrigation of the small bits of ground 

Chinese intrepidity'has cultivated, even in 

the least accessible places. The fisherman 

builds his hut on piles of strong bamboo 

driven into the bed of the river. The net 

with which he catches his fish, the hat he 

has on his head, the coat on his back, are 

all of bamboo; so is the yolo, or oar of his 

boat; so also the mat stretched over the 

heads of his passengers to protect them 

from the sun. The masts, yards, sails, and 

cordage of a junk are of the same valuable 

material. They also make paper of it, by 

reducing its scrapings, when clean, to a pro- 

cess of maceration, and then mixing the 

pulp with isinglass. The bamboo is in 

universal demand in the houses, in the 

fields, on water, and on land, in peace and 

in war. Through life the Chinaman ‘is 

almost dependent upon it for support ; nor 

does it leave him until it carries him to his 

last resting-place on the hill-side, and even 

then it waves over and marks his tomb.


