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passed through sieves, and thrown into an 

iron cylinder about fourteen inches deep, in 

which a wooden frame with iron spikes 

revolves. Water is then let in, the mud 

running out some four or six inches from 

the bottom, the diamonds and stones falling 

to the bottom, which are subsequently taken 

out and sorted, whilst the mud is removed | 

by an clevator, consisting of a continuous 

chain of buckets, from which it is deposited, 

and becomes in time a mound of dédris. 

Such is Kimberley mine, and. the process 

of diamond mining and washing. The 

scene is a lively and busy one, accompanied 

by the incessant whirl of running trucks, 

noise of engines, and hum of human voices. 

I could give you much more interesting 

news about the fields, but time forbids.” 

THE -<BAMB:0:0. 

r has been well 

said, that “ amidst 

the many gifts of 

Providence to a 

tropical region, the 

bamboo is perhaps 

the most benig- 

nant, appropriate, and acces- 

sible.” From its first existence 

\ to its decay, this plant never 

ceases to furnish something useful to man. 

Every part of it is useful, of whatever species 

itmay be. It is said that the numerous 

mines of the vast empire of China are of 

less value to the Chinese than the precious 

bamboo. Rich and poor neighbours all 

alike benefit in some way or other from it. 

The bamboo is a native of the warm 

climates of the East, where it grows wild. 

It oftentimes rises to the height of sixty 

or eighty feet, with a hollow stem, shining 

as if varnished. Little stalks, with narrow- 

pointed leaves, spring from the joints, and 

give it a graceful, feathery appearance as it 

waves in the wind. It sometimes grows 

three or four inches in a single day. Per- 

sons who have closely watched it say that 

they have seen it rise twenty feet, and as 
thick as a man’s wrist, in five or six weeks ; 

it has been known to reach thirty feet in 

six months. 

As soon as the young shoots appear, the 

    

  bamboo begins its life of usefulness. The 
soft juicy shoots are cooked in various ways, 

and used as food. Many of the poorer 

classes live upon it in times of scarcity. Ft 

is recorded in Chinese history that its seed 

has preserved the lives of thousands. As 

the plant grows older a sweet juice gradually 

collects in the hollow joints, affording a very 

pleasant drink. If allowed to remain in the 

reed, this juice becomes solid, and from it 

is formed a kind of glass, said to be inde- 

structible by fire. Other parts of the bam- 

boo—as the leaves, buds, bark, and roots— 

are used as medicine. 

Upon bamboo rafts the Siamese love to 

build their floating houses, and, as the fancy 

seizes them, they move from one spot to 

another, without inconvenience or expense. 

From the bamboo the same people extract 

what are in their ears dulcet notes, with an 

organ constructed of nine or more young 

bamboos, thoroughly drilled and bound 

together by an ebony mouthpiece, by 

blowing through which chords equal in 

volume of sound to many church organs 

may be produced. The carpenter uses 

the stem as posts and supports; split 

up, it serves for floors and rafters, or as 

lattice-work for the sides of rooms, while 

the leaves form the thatching for the roof. 

The shipwright forms the hull of his vessel 

from the stem of one species, which is easily 

split into planks, while smaller plants supply 

the masts and yards; ships with masts, sails, 

rigging, and cables complete are fitted for 

sea from the wonderful bamboo. 

The farmer uses the bamboo for his 

fences, windmills, water-pipes, and wheels,


