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which was turned on. The atmosphere 
here, owing to the blast of compressed air, 
at more than half a mile from the mouth, 
was just as pure and very much cooler than 
outside. After the blasts have been fired 
the débris is cleared away in the usual man- 
ner, the machine retreating on its tramway 
to allow the trucks to pass to the end; 
it is then again fixed in position. 

Next morning we returned to see it at 
work. Huge coils of pipes (looking like 
frightful slimy serpents) of compressed air 
and water lay about in seeming disorder. 
Eight of the cylinders already described 
were fixed in one massive frame, darting 
out their borers inall directions. Squeezed 
in and around it were upwards of twenty 

\ exIco, with its Aztecs and 
Toltecs, is a puzzle to archi- 
tects as well as to ethnolo- 
gists ; there are old buildings 
of a remarkable character in 
that land, which no one 
seems able to trace to the 
early civilizations of the old 
continent. Cities have been 
rediscovered which were in- 
habited and in the full tide 
of prosperity at the. time of 

the Spanish Conquest. How much is reli- 
able of the alleged history of the Aztecs 
and Toltecs between the fifth and fifteenth 
centuries is not certain ; but the remarkable 
temples of Mexico and Yucatan were built 
somewhere within that wide interval. Messrs. 
Stephens and Catherwood actually visited 
sixty old ruined cities in Yucatan, full of 
remarkable buildings, and supposed to be 
from 500 to 700 years old. 

One of the most celebrated buildings of 
which detailed descriptions have been given, 
ws the teocalli, or temple, of Cholula. It 
now looks little other than a vast mound 
ef earth ; but examination snows it to pe a 
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men, in some of the most extraordinary 
positions the human body is capable of 
assuming. Boys were perched on the top 
with long tin cans, constantly oiling the 
parts. Now one of the borers would be 
stopped to be fixed in a fresh position; 
men, in waterproof, would dodge under the 
other forked tongues to move it, getting in 
for small cascades of water which was being 
squirted into the holes. The noise of eight 
borers—bang, bang, being reverberated by 
the sides of the rock, was terrific. But 
above all the ceaseless rattle and babel 
could be heard the roaring of the air, as it 
rushed out to keep up the supply. All was 
disorder, and yet order: it was the triumph 
of order in the midst ot confusion.” 

  

THE. TEMPLES: (OF YUCATAN; 

pyramid-temple, 1440 feet square at the 
base, by 177 feet high; itis four times as 
large as the Great Pyramid of Egypt in area, 
but only one-third the height. The bulk of 
the pyramid is formed of clay and sun-dried 
bricks. It consists of four terraces ; and on 
the top was once a temple of the Toltec 
god of the air. It contains spacious sepul- 
chral cavities ; a square chamber formed of 
stone and cypress-wood, when discovered: a 
few years ago, was found to contain two 
skeletons and several painted vases. 

The teocalli at Palenque was a far more 
splendid structure, comprising sanctuaries, 
sepulchres, courts, cloisters, galleries, and 
cells ; forming altogether a spacious quad- 
rangle enclosed by porticoes, and resting 
on a platform composed of three graduated 
terraces. Much of the interior is decorated 
with sculptures and hieroglyphics in stucco. 
_The palace of Mitla is another of these 
large and remarkable Toltec structures, and 
seems to consist of five tombs of kings, 
exhibiting notable works in porphyry, stone, 
stucco, and cypress-wood, adorned with 
elaborately painted representations of sac- 
riiices, trophies, weapons, ete,


