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GLASS 
Y avinc discovered coloured 

glass beads and amulets 
among the Druidical remains 
in various parts of this coun- 
try, it has been supposed that 
the art of making glass was 
known in Britain before its 
invasion. by the Romans. 
The probability is, that the 
ancient Britons procured 
these in traffic with the 

: Tyrians, who visited theisland 

to drive a trade with the savage inhabitants 
in toys and trinkets, giving glass beads and 
other articles in exchange for skins or other 
natural productions. 

The use of glass for the purpose of glaz- 
ing windows is of comparatively recent date. 
Artificers, skilled in the making of glass, 
were brought over from the Continent in 

_the year 674, to glaze the windows of the 

church and monastery at Wearmouth, in 
Durham. For many centuries afterwards, 

however, the use of window glass was con- 
fined to sacred edifices and to the residences 
of the nobility. In a survey of Alnwick 
Castle, in 1567, it is recorded that the glass 
casements were taken down during the 
absence of the family, to preserve them 

from accident. A century after that time 
the use of window glass was so small in 

Scotland that only the upper rooms in the 
royal palaces were furnished with it, the 

lower part having wooden shutters to admit 
or exclude the air. The windows of private 

houses were filled with oiled paper, or sheets 
of linen, and wooden lattices were in com- 

mon use till the beginning of the last cen- 
tury. 

From an old contract still in existence, it 
appears that glass was made in London 
previous to the year 1439, but that it was 
of inferior quality. The finer sort of window 
glass was made at Crutched Friars, in Lon- 

don, in 1557. In the year 1635 workmen   
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were obtained from Venice, but many 

years passed before the English manufac- 

tories equalled the Venetian and French in 
the quality of these articles. The first flint- 
glass made in England was manufactured at 
the Savoy House, in the Strand, and the 
first plate-glass for looking-glasses, etc., was 
made at Lambeth, by Venetian workmen, 

brought over in 1670 by the Duke of Buck- 

ingham. To encourage the manufacture, 
the Government granted a bounty upon all 

glass exported, and from this time the Eng- 
lish glass manufactories became successful 

rivals of the Venetian and French. There 
are now probably more than 20,000 men 

and boys employed in this manufacture, and 

glass made in England is sent to almost 

every part of the world. The price, too, is 

very much cheaper than it used to be, for a 

crate of crown-glass, which in former times 

cost £12, could be bought a year or two 

ago for a little over 42; and a foot of 

common sheet-glass, the price of which was 

fourteen pence in 1848, was twopence in 

1868. 

The method of blowing, moulding, and 

grinding, are as follows: A workman 

takes a hollow iron tube, four or five feet 

long, with which he stirs round the molten 

glass, and takes up as much of the metalas 

he requires. He then blows through the 

tube to hollow out the glass, until it is large 

enough and thin enough for his purpose. 

It is then rolled on a flat stone in order to 
make it smooth and round, being sometimes 

held for a short time to the mouth of the 
furnace to soften the glass, should it become 

hard from getting cool before it is properly 

shaped. Then another workman takes the 

article which has been made, and trims the 

mouth or edges of the bottle or globe, such 

as we use for lamps and for gas chandeliers. 

Then with along rod he takes the globes, 

as they are made, to an oven, in which they 

will be slowly cooled, by being put in at the


