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who, by the recommendation of a tolerable 

character for honesty, has been able to bor- 

row alittle capital for the purposes of trade. 

He had need be industrious and self-deny- 

ing to get on, for there are a good many 

hindrances in his path. In the first place, 

he pays an exorbitant interest for the use 

of his capital, the law authorising usury at 

thirty per cent.; and in the next place, 

whenever he enters a new district to trade, 

he has first to mollify the chief man of the 

place by the present of lanterns, silk purses, 

fans, or other desirable articles of the sort; 

failing in which the said chief would infallibly 

chase him-ignominiously from the district, 

even if he did not take him into custody 

and treat him to a welting with the bamboo 

fcr failing in respect to his superiors—such 

failure being an offence punishable by law 

in China. 

The pedlar generally travels with a large 

assortment of merchandise, an he exercises 

considerable ingenuity in displaying it to 

the public. His plan is to build himself 

up, as it were, in a kind of framework of 

bamboo, upon the rails and cross-bars of 

which he hangs out his goods for sale. 

These are cloths of all colours, silks, cottons, 

garters, tobacco purses, pipe bowls, and 

mouth-pieces, cords, yarns, bobbins, twine, 

etc. 
Thus surrounded with the ensigns and 

materials of his commerce, and packed 

almost like a grub in his cocoon, he marches 

leisurely from place to place, lifting up his 

voice as he goes, and giving utterance to a 

sequence of guttural sounds, the English of 

which is not, you may be sure, “ Stinking 

fish!” The sound of his voice is well known, 

and his arrival in an inland village is a 

signal to the inhabitants to rummage up 

their coppers, and transmute them into the 

indispensable wares of which he is the 

periodical provider. 

Another peripatetic dealer frequently met 

with is the pipe merchant. The man who 

deals in pipes cannot fail to be a person of 

importance in the immense empire of China. 

The fifteen Chinese provinces and the half 

savage regions of Tartary number almost as   

many smokers as inhabitants. The men of 

all ranks and all ages, the women, the chil- 

dren of both sexes, everybody, in short, 

bear about on the person the apparatus 

necessary to the enjoyment of the savoury 

fumes of tobacco. Whatever may be their 

daily occupations—whether they traverse 

the streets on business, sit at home for 

repose, or promenade the public places for 

pleasure—the Chinese people are never 

without their pipes; and during the pro- 

gress of the English embassies, nothing 

more astonished the visitors than to see 

children of ten years of age, and even 

_younger, running before the cortege with 

pipes in their mouths. (Vhen the Chinese - 

is not using his pipe, it rests in a species of 

reticule suspended at his girdle. Another 

indispensable accessory consists in a little 

purse of satin, attached by a ribbon to the 

middle of the tube of the pipe. These little 

bags are generally divided into several com- 

partments ; besides the tobacco, they con- 

tain opium, areca nuts, and other mastica 

tory delicacies. The tube of the Chinese 

pipe is made of a species of bamboo, 

generally black ; the bowl and the mouth- 

piece are of pe-tong (white Japanese copper) 

or of porcelain: they will take on or off at 

pleasure. These pipes are unique in their 

structure, and resemble in no respects the 

pipes found among other nations. It was 

supposed for a long time that the Chinese 

imported the tobacco plant as well as the 

practice of smoking it from the Americans ; 

that, however, is not the fact. The 

naturalist who accompanied the first English 

embassy ascertained that the plant which 

the Chinese smoke, and of which they con- 

sume prodigious quantities, is a different 

variety from either of the three species dis- 

covered in America, and hence he declared 

his opinion that the custom of smoking 

tobacco has existed in China from time 

immemorial. The traditions of the Chinese 

bear out this opinion. 

But we have not space to describe the 

many things that strike the observant 

foreigner as he walks through the streets of 

a Chinese city.


