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Pole. Open pack ice was entered, and 

great numbers of icebergs were seen, as 

many as 8o being counted at one time from 

the masthead. Some were 300 ft. high, and 

between two and three miles long. They 

were nearly all flat or table-topped, only the 

calves or small bergs presenting the cur- 

ious appearance of Arctic bergs. The Ant- 

arctic continent of the American explorer 

Wilks (whose name, perhaps, will be best re- 

membered inconnection with the Zven¢ affair) 

was sought for in vain. Itwas reported to 

have been seen by him when in command of 

the discovery ship Vincennes in 1834. As 

1,300 fathoms of water were found on the 

supposed site, it was concluded that, if it 

ever existed, it has now sunk. Gales of 

wind, accompanied by driving snowstorms, 

render navigation in these seas neither safe 

nor pleasant, and the seamanship of the 

officers was severly tried in keeping clear 

of the numerous icebergs, to strike one of 

which would be destruction. The sea was 

full of life; innumerable whales spouted 

round the ship, and several kinds of pen- 

guins were seen. ‘The water was also rich 

in surface crustacea. 

Melbourne was reached on St. Patrick’s 

Day, 1874, and the next three months were 

most agreeably spent in the Australian 

colonies. A line of soundings was next run 

to New Zealand, preparatory to a telegraph 

cable being laid; and afterwards, the 

Friendly Islands, Fiji, New Hebrides, Arrou, 

and Ki Islands, were touched at, the natives 

being all found tolerably friendly. The 

Moluccas, or Spice Islands, were next 

visited, and expeditions made to the nutmeg, 

cinnamon, pepper, and cocoa plantations. 

Nothing can exceed the beauty of these 

islands, or the admirable manner in which 

the plantations are conducted. At Manilla, 

in the Philippine Islands, they had an oppor- 

tunity of seeing the enormous cigar factories, 

insome of which 10,000 girls are employed. 

Then the ship proceeded to China. 

At Hong-kong, to the great regret of all, 
Captain Nares was called away, he having 

been selected to comand the Arctic 

Expedition; but his successor, Captain   

Thomson, in a short time rendered himself 

equally popular. 

In the early part of 1875 a good deal of 

old ground was again sailed over in the Sulu 

and Celebes Seas. A short time was spent 

at Cebu, one of the Philippine group, dredg- 

ing for the beautiful Euplectella sponge, 

better known by its popular name of Venus’s 

Flower-basket, and which is now not un- 

common in our museums ; numerous fine 

specimens were obtained. On the adjoin- 

ing island of Mactan the great explorer 

Magellan was killed in an engagement with 

the natives in 1521. A cross, said to have 

been erected by him at Cebu, is pointed 

out with reverence by the Spaniards. 

The Challenger next sailed to the north- 

eastern shores of New Guinea, and touched 

at Humboldt Bay, where the savages were 

found in all their native and naked grandeur. 

They were armed with spears and bows and 

arrows, and objected to exploring parties 

landing, standing with their arrows drawn to 

the head. They appeared to have no idea 

of the power of firearms, and there was no 

inclination to teach them the lesson. Not- 

withstanding the hostile attitude assumed 

when an attempt was made to land, they 

readily bartered their spears, bows, stone 

axes, ornaments, etc., alongside the ship for 

hoop-iron and beads. The natives are a 

fine race, although many were covered with 

some skin disease. The men wear boars’ 

tusks thrust through their nostrils, which 

give them a ferocious appearance. Not 

one could be prevailed on to come on board, 

even by liberal offers of axes and nails, 

which would lead to the supposition that 

they had been visited by kidnappers. At 

Admiralty Island the natives were more 

friendly, and freely allowed parties to land. 

They were armed with obsidian-headed 

spears. 
The Challenger then sailed for Japan, 

and on the passage obtained the deepest 

sounding, which has already been referred 

to. Twomonths were spent on the coasts of 

Japan and in the inland seas, and then the 

ship sailed for the Sandwich Islands, Seciety 

Islands, Juan Fernandez, and Valparaiso.


