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VOYAGE round the world has 

always had an attraction for 

British youth. Who amongst 

us in his early days has not 

read with breathless interest 

the account of Anson’s 

“Voyages,” or followed Cap- 

tain Cook in that famous cir- 

: cumnavigation which has im- 

mortalised his name? It was for a voyage 

such as this and for purely scientific objects 

that the Challenger was fitted out, at the 

instance of the Royal Society. 

Captain G. S. Nares was selected to 

command the expedition, and, besides the 

usual staff of naval officers, Professor Wyville 

Thomson, F.R.S., as scientific director, three 

naturalists, a chymist and physicist, and an 

artist and secretary, were attached to the 

vessel. The hydrographic and magnetic 

work was undertaken by the naval officers, 

and the natural history department was 

placed in the able hands of the scientific 

staff. : 

Four days before the Christmas of 1872 

the Challenger sailed from our shores ; and 

her researches during the next year were 

confined to the Atlantic, four complete sec- 

tions having been taken across it. The 

result of the deep-sea dredging was most 

satisfactory ; some specimens were new, and 

others of great rarity. The vexed’ question 

was settled as to whether life existed below 

  
certain depths, and much valuable informa- 

tion was obtained relative to the great 

oceanic currents. The deepest water found 

was off the Virgin Islands, in the West 

Indies, where bottom was obtained at 3,875 

fathoms. This depth has only been 

exceeded once—ze, in the North Pacific 

Ocean, latitude 11°24 N., longitude 143°16 

K,, where a sounding was made in 4,500 

fathoms. In all probability this depth of 

water will never be much exceeded. Those 

remarkably deep soundings taken by former   
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navigators are undoubtedly entirely errone- 

ous. In many places the Challenger proved 

that they were so by bringing up a portion 

of the bottom from less depths ; and in some, 

where the time interval was carefully taken 

and published, with our present knowledge 

on the subject, the correct depth can be 

nearly approximated. 
During the year 1873, North and South 

America, the West Indies, Western Islands, 

Madeira, Canary, and Cape .Verd Islands, 

and Africa, were visited, and 19,300 miles 

sailed over. Aftera refit at the Cape of 

Good Hope, the Challenger sailed for the 

South Seas in December, 1873. Marion 

Island and the Crozets were visited, the 

latter since brought into notoriety by the 

loss of the Strathmore; as with that unfor- 

tunate vessel, gales of wind and thick fogs 

were experienced by the Challenger. The 

Island of Kerguelen had been fixed on as an 

observatory station for the transit of Venus, 

which occurred in 1874, and, as it was 

desirable that it should be explored in 

order to settle the site of an observatory, 

the Challenger was entrusted with that duty. 

A month was taken in completing it, during 

which the eastern side of the island was 

surveyed and a site recommended, which 

was afterwards adopted. The western 

shores were altogether out of the question, 

on account of the mists accumulated by the 

prevailing westerly winds. Heard Island, 

to the south of Kerguelen, was next touched 

at. It is quite barren, and consists of one 

immense glacier. A party cf American 

whalers are stationed there, engaged in sea- 

elephant fishing, which is very productive. 

It would be difficult to imagine a more dreary 

life than those whalers lead; they are 

relieved and the produce of the fishery is 

taken away every year. 

The Challenger then sailed south until 

the Antarctic Circle was crossed, and she 

reached within 1,400 miles of the South


