
THE PICTORIAL CABINET OF MARVELS. 
  

      

      

: Dake of Lucerne, 

stands the Righi 

Mountain, one of 

the most pictur- 

esque objects in 

Switzerland. Its 
position is so attractive that all 
who travel thither feel tempted 
to rush to the summit. Its 
ascent is not, however, so easy 

as it looks; and, to facilitate the upward 

journey of the numerous visitors, a railway 
has been constructed. It is of course only 

worked during the summer months, and is 
exposed to serious risk of damage or even 
destruction in the early spring from the 
meiting snow, the rush of swollen torrents, 

and masses of falling rocks which come 
thundering down with resistless force. 

The terminus of the line is at Vitznau, 

afew yards from the landing stage of the 
steamers. At the rear are a turn-table and 

large shed for the engines and carriages. 
The engine when on the level turn-table 
looks like a huge iron bottle standing on 
a low platform, which carries cylinders, 
cranks, and other locomotive gear, and 
is much lower at one end than the other. 
This difference of height imparts an awk- 
wardness of appearance; and the huge 
bottle, which is, in fact, the boiler and 
chimney, leans to one side, as if about to | 
fall; but this is planned, and with a pur- 
pose, as you will see when the locomo- 
tive begins to mount the slope. Then its 
floor becomes level, and the bottle stands 
upright. In front of the boiler is a railed. 
space, in which luggage is carried. The | 
driver and stoker stand, as usual, in the 
rear; and the fuel is coal. 

The passenger carriages are. ten feet 
wide, and resemble the tramway cars re- 
cently introduced in London, and are not, 
as has been stated, of two storeys. . The 
seats, nine in number, are placed trans- 

| wish to enjoy the prospect. 

  

versely ; and when all are filled the carriage 
contains fifty-four passengers, who find their 
comfort cared for in the convenient shape 

of the seats. These carriages and the loco- 
motives were built at Olten, a busy centre 
of industry, The railway gauge is five feet. 

The sleepers are longitudinal and continu- 

ous, as on the Great Western line. Midway 

between the rails lies what may be described 
as a heavy iron ladder, with thick steps, 

slightly bevelled, from below upwards. Up 
this ladder the locomotive walks, by means 

of a thick, cogged wheel, fitted beneath its 

floor. 
There are no trains, unless a single car- 

riage and a locomotive can be named a 
train. The carriage is pushed up the hill, 

not pulled. The passengers sit with their 
faces to the engine, whereby they have the 

view of the slopes beneath them, of the 
lake, and of the opposite hills, during the 

ascent. ‘Timid folk should sit in the middle 

of a seat, so as to avoid the sight of the gulfs 
and precipices over which the railway passes. 
The right-hand side (as you look to- 
wards the engine) is the best for those who 

The pace is 
about double as fast as ordinary walking. 

As soon as a carriage starts, a man—a way 
watcher—walks ahead to clear away ob- 
structions that may have fallen from the 

upper slopes, and especially to pick out 

stones from beneath the steps of the ladder. 

Travellers who have seen the Righi know 
that it is a mass of pudding, so to speak, with 
millions of stones for plums. Hence con- 

stant watchfulness is necessary, for a stone 

in the wrong place would keep out the cog. 
There are ‘relays of way-watchers, each 

being responsible for a section of the line ; 
and, as a precaution against accidents, each 

carriage is fitted with an efficient brake. 
The line stretches in one continuous slope 
up the mountain, with but slight departures 
from a straight line. There are no zigzags. 

| Halfway up thelocomotive stops at a siding


