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the air, which is the cause of sound— | 

travels at the rate of 1,142 ft. in a second, 

so that by carefully noting the number of 

seconds elapsing between the report of the 

pistol and the return of the wave, the 

distance of the obstruction in the pipe is 

easily calculated. Thus, if the sound has 
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taken ten seconds to go and return, it 

must have taken five seconds in reaching 

the carrier, and in each of those five 

seconds it- will have travelled 1,142 ft, 

or a total distance of 5,710 ft., and at 

| that distance along the pipe the truant 

messenger will certainly be found. 
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for two days and three 

nights without stop- 

ping, except for brief 

moments at refresh- 

ment stations, one be- 

gins to understand the self-satis- 

4 ‘YP faction with which the American 

; boasts of his “big country.” A 

good idea of the vastness of the 

United States is given by Hepworth Dixon 

where he says, “In England we have 

no lines of sufficient length, no areas of 

sufficient width, to convey an idea of its. 

size. Our longest line is that running from 

the Land’s End to Berwick—a line which 

is some miles shorter than the distance from 

Washington to Lexington. Our broadest 

valley is that of the Thames, the whole of 

which would lie hidden from sight in a cor- 

ner of the Sierra Madre. The State of Ore- 

gon is bigger than England ; Texas would be 

larger than France if France had even the 

frontier of the German Rhine. If the 

United States were parted into equal lots, 

they would make fifty-two kingdoms as large 

as England, fourteen empires as large as 

France. i 

A steamboat can go ninety miles up the 

Thaines, two hundred miles up the Seine, 

five hundred and fifty miles up the Rhine. 

In America the Thames would be a creek, 

the Seine a brook, the Rhine a local stream, 

soon lost in a mightier flood. ‘The Missis- 

sippi is five times longer than the Rhine, 

the Missouri three times longer than the 

  

   

  

Danube, the Columbia is four times longer 

than the Scheldt. From the sea to Fort 

Snelling the Mississippi is ploughed by 

steamers a distance of 2,131 miles, yet she 

is but the second river in the United States. 

So the lakes would be considered inland 

seas in Europe. Thusthe Salt Lake, in Utah, 

has a surface of 2,000 square miles ; Geneva 

has only 330. Yorkshire would disappear 

in Lake Erie.” 

Another writer says, “Few things impress 

one with the vastness of America more than 

the length of the river voyages, especially 

on the Mississippi and her tributaries. 

From New Orleans you have 200 miles of 

sailing up country, through the region of 

sugar-planting, before reaching the mouth of 

the Red River, and another 600 miles up the 

Red River to reach Lanesport, in Ar 

kansas. From New Orleans up to the 

mouth of the Ohio you have 1,050 miles, 

and 1,000 more up the Ohio to Pittsburg, in 

Pennsylvania. On the Mississippi itself, the 

sail from New Orleans to St. Anthony, in 

Minnesota, is over 2,000 miles. Or if, after 

steaming 1,200 miles up, the Mississippi, 

you turn off into the Red Missouri, the 

steamer takes you 1,500 miles farther before 

stopping at Fort Pierre. On the Missouri 

alone, from its point of junction with the 

Mississippi, you can sail 3,200 miles inland 

to Benton, being a sail by several hundreds 

of miles longer than from Great Britain to 

America.” 
The American has therefore some reason 

for his boast. 

 


