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upon reaching the poop, they ascertained 

the cause of his uneasiness, and found that 

their own exultation had in all probability 

been premature. 
“T did not wish the women to know it, 

poor things,” said the captain; ‘let them 

sleep in peace; but I must inform you, 

gentlemen, that, so far from having left us 

for good, I believe that vagabond is at this 

very moment somewhere near us. It is 

true he had been out of sight some time at 
sunset; but suppose, instead of sailing on, 
he had hove-to and waited till dark. The 
breeze lasted till after eight o’clock ; so that, 
if he had chosen to return, it would have 

brought him down tosomewhere in our neigh- 

bourhood,—within a mile or two, indeed,— 

allowing him to have been, say, ten or 

twelve miles off. So that you see we must 

keep in readiness. I did not like it at all 

when I observed that he went off to wind- 

ward, and I suspected instantly what he 

would be up to. All lights that can be 

seen have been put out, and the most per- 
fect silence must be preserved. We ought 

to be thankful for this calm, for in it he can 

do nothing, unless he is near enough to 
attack us with his boats; but the night is 

too dark and the risk too great for that, I 

think; for there is every appearance of a 

stiff breeze shortly.” 
This information banished all idea of | 

sleep, and the passengers determined to 

remain on deck, at least until the moon 

rose, and they could see about them. Hour 

-after hour rolled by; not a breath of air 

stirred, and not a star was visible. It was 
impossible to see more than a few yards, 

so intense was the darkness. The crew lay 
sleeping about the decks ; and at last most 

of the passengers, wearied out with two 
nights’ watching, likewise sank down over- 
powered. About one o’clock the calm was 
broken by a few catspaws coming from the 
direction the pirate had disappeared in, and 
presently the ship once more began to 
move through the water. My father, with 
a few others, happened to be standing near 
Captain Dibbs, who remarked, as this 
occurred, that, if the schooner was anywhere 

  

  

close by to windward, she would bring 
the breeze down with her. 

“ But, fortunately, it is too dark for him 
to be able to make out our whereabouts; 
and here comes the moon at last,” he added, 
as a gleam of light appeared on the eastern 
horizon; and presently her silver rim rose 
above the ocean, shining through an open- 
ing in the clouds. As he turned his head 
from looking at it, once more to gaze to 
windward, Captain Dibbs started in amaze- 
ment, and shouted for “All hands to 
quarters!” for there, betrayed by the beams 

which, most providentially for us, had ap- 

peared some minutes too soon for his 
designs, was the pirate, with all sail set, 

bearing rapidly down upon us. But her fell 
purpose was already frustrated ; the breeze 
she was bringing with her quickly increased 
in power, and shortly swept past in gusts 
so heavy that the smaller vessel was obliged 
to take in sail and abandon the chase; 
but, had she been ten minutes sooner, she 

would have been alongside almost before 
we were aware. 

At first it seemed strange that the pirate 
on so dark a night should have been able 
to steer so straight for us; but the mystery 
was explained by the discovery of a light 
burning below in the cabin of one of the 
women, who, in ignorance of the peculiar 
motive which existed for keeping the ship 
in darkness on that night, had lighted a 
lamp in her cabin, and knowing that she 
was breaking the ship’s rules, had placed 
ascreen over her door, so that the gleam 

should not betray her. But her port was 

open on account of the heat, and the rays, 
shining over the deep, had nearly caused 
the destruction of all on board, by guiding 
the prowler to his prey. 

Long afterwards, I was one evening at 
the house of the late Professor G., of the 

University of Edinburgh, when the conver- 
sation happened to turn on phrenology, 
and a skull was produced for the inspection 
of the company which had been brought to 
England by the professor’s brother many 

years before. When I had heard its his- 

tory related, I regarded the relic with un-


