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of the ship ; and now finding that the pirates, 

after yawing about some time undecidedly, 

at last seemed to make up their minds to 

come alongside, he determined to show 

them that he had the means of resistance. 

Again suddenly shifting his helm, so as to 

bring his guns to bear, he deliberately fired 

all four, coolly and steadily, taking care that 

they should be well aimed. Two of the 

shots passed through her mainsail, one of 

them cutting the halyards and letting the 

sail down by the run, while a crash, and 

the sudden appearance of white streaks of 

splinters in her black hull, showed that the 

others also had reached their mark. At the 

same moment, by previous command, all 

hands, crew and passengers, joined together 

in alusty cheer. This, with the fact that the 

four guns were fired from one side of the 

ship only (leading to the impression that 

she was armed with eight altogether), so 

staggered our pursuers, that they again 

dropped astern without attempting to re- 

turn the fire. 

When daylight came the pirate again drew 

ahead, and sailed past us with an ease which 

showed how futile all hopes of our escaping 

by superior speed would have proved. She 

seemed a vessel of about two hundred tons; 

but no guns could be seen, except one just 

behind the foremast, amidships, and another 

astern, neither of which, so far as Captain 

Dibbs could make out, were long ones—a 

circumstance for which he was inexpres- 

sibly thankful, as, had it been otherwise,— 

had the buccaneer been mounted with a 

long thirty-two pounder, he could have 

chosen his own distance and battered us to 

pieces at his leisure, while the shot from 

the Lady Mary's nines and carronades 

would not have reached half-way. 

It was afterwards ascertained that she 

was crowded with men; and could she 

have succeeded in boarding us, our chances 

would have been small indeed,—the plan 

generally foilowed by the pirate being to 
avoid all prolonged cannonading, for fear 
of attracting the notice of any passing 

cruiser, and trust principally to stratagem 

to capture his prey. All day he prowled 

  
  

about us, keeping, however, at a respectable 

distance, the experience of the preceding 

night, and the numerous uniforms visible 

through his glasses on our decks, doubtless 

inducing him to avoid coming to too close 

quarters. Our ‘“ quakers,” or wooden guns, 

also, could not be distinguished from real 

artillery at such a distance; and finally, 

towards the afternoon, having thoroughly 

examined the Lady Mary, who kept on under 

easy sail, apparently ready for. all emer- 

gencies, he evidently made up his mind that 

she was too hard a nut for him to crack. 

Spreading all sail, she stood away to wind- 

ward, and shortly before sunset had dis- 

appeared below the horizon, to the inex- 

pressible relief of the passengers, particularly 

of the women and children who had spent 

a most wretched day between-decks, in the 

stifling hot cabin, listening to every sound 

above, and every instant expecting to 

hear the roar of the guns commence the 

deadly strife in which husbands, brothers, 

and sons were to be engaged. 

Darkness set in with the suddenness 

peculiar to the tropics ; and, after -a day 

and night of much anxiety and suffering, 

the women retired very early to rest, as 

ad been the case for several days.. The 

breeze died away after sunset, and the Zady 

Mary once moze lay becalmed. The night 

was much darker than the preceding one 

had been, dense clouds covering the 

heavens, and resting in masses against the 

north-western horizon, where a stiff breeze 

was evidently brewing. The gentlemen 

passengers were about to follow the ex- 

ample of the women, and turn in early ; 

when, to their surprise, the captain in alow 

voice expressed a wish that they should not 

retire just yet, as he wanted to speak to 

them on deck first; and rising from 

the table where they were sitting, he led 

the way up on the poop. It had been 

noticed that while all around him were in 

the highest spirits at their escape from the 

danger which had threatened them, Captain 

Dibbs alone remained silent and abstracted, 

and the now happy pazty at the dinner 

table had rallied him in consequence; but,


