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ward voyage. ‘This lasted for several 
days, when again the breeze became light 
and baffling, often dying away altogether, 
much to the chagrin of our captain, not 
only because he was naturally most anxious 

_to sail quickly from so dangerous a neigh- 
bourhood, but also because, in light winds, 

small schooner-rigged vessels have an ad- 

vantage over large ships, though the latter 

are always superior in high winds and heavy 
seas, when smaller craft dare not carry 

much sail. He paced the deck day and 
night, scarcely ever leaving it except for an 
hour or two’s rest; for the responsibility 
was fearful, having so many looking to him 
as the only means under God for saving 
them from the danger which menaced them. 
A vigilant look-out was kept up, several men 

being stationed with night-glasses at the 
mast-heads; and, in addition to exercising 
his crew and passengers incessantly in 
the best method of resisting any attempt 

at boarding, a quantity of grease and oil 
was prepared and kept ready to smear 
the sides of the ship and the shrouds 
and ropes by which the pirates would 
try to mount up. Fortunate was it for 

the passengers of the Zady Mary that they 

had a man of such prudence, experience, 
and forethought to take care of them as 

Captain Dibbs proved himself to be. 
Just after sunset the look-out at the mast- 

head reported a schooner right ahead, and 
steering the same course as ourselves. In 
ordinary circumstances no notice would 
have been taken of so common an occur- 

rence; but the sharp look-out now kept up 

showed that after dark the stranger had 
altered his course, so as to get out of the 
track of the Lady Mary, and then, furling 
all his sails, had allowed the latter to go 
past her. From his own naval experience 
of the different kinds of artifices used by 
smugglers and privateers, Captain Dibbs 
suspected that some manceuvre of the kind 
might be practised, and ordered that a strict 
look-out should be kept astern and abeam. 

The moon did not rise until after mid- 
night; but the night was starlight above, 
though clouds hung about the horizon, 

  
  

making it difficult to distinguish the outline 
of any vessel, unless pretty close. But at 
ten o’clock the vigilant watch kept up sud- 
denly revealed to the sharp eyes of the 

seamen the form of the pirate about a mile 
away, on the Lady Mary’s quarter. She 

had just spread her sails again, and was 
now coming fast up, intending to run along- 
side and throw her crew on our decks. It 
was blowing a three-knot breeze only, and 
the schooner consequently overtook the 
larger vessel with the greatest ease, although 
the latter kept all her studding-sails set, until, 
finding they were of no use as aids to 
escape, the captain ordered them to be 
taken in, as they would prevent the quick 
working of his ship in action. 

This order was executed just as the pirate 
had approached to within musket-shot of 
the Zady Mary, fancying herself still un- 
observed; but Captain Dibbs suddenly 
hauled his wind, and crossing his pursuer’s 
bows, hailed with a speaking-trumpet, 
threatening to fire into her if she came any 
nearer. Utterly disconcerted at this un- 
expected salute, and at finding herself de- 
tected and her character apparently known, 
the schooner dropped astern for awhile, as 
if desirous of making us out before ven- 
turing nearer ; but gradually she again crept 
up. The night was calm, with a smooth sea, 
and the moon shortly rising, showed the 
towering sails of the schooner glistening in 
her beams not more than three hundred 
yards distant. Not a sound issued from 
her, and one solitary form, that of the man 
who steered, could alone be distinguished 
on her decks. Perhaps they thought 
Captain Dibbs’s threat an empty one; for 
at last the distance between the two vessels 
was barely a hundred yards, and it became 
necessary to act decidedly, although the 
Lady Mary's commander was very loth 
to commence hostilities; for he had not the 
means of making any prolonged resistance, 
his supply of ammunition for the great 
guns being very limited. 

As soon as he found that the schooner 
had dropped astern of him, he had ordered 
all four of the.guns to be moved to one side


