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my father em- 
barked at Sydney 
to bring his family 
to England in a 
vessel called the 
Lady Mary, which 

ad originally been a man-of- 
war, and which, though now 
very old, was still a remark- 
ably fast sailer. Captain 
Dibbs, who commanded her, 

had also at one time been a lieutenant 
in the navy, in which he had distin- 
guished himself; but, being destitute of 
interest, and having a wife and large family 
to support, he had been compelled to enter 
the merchant service on the termination of 
the war, when his services were no longer 
required. There were a number of passen- 
gers in the saloon, and of these fifteen were 
men; while forward it chanced that there 
were some half-dozen invalided or dis- 
charged soldiers, returning home from the 
regiment in Sydney, in addition to the ordi- 
nary steerage passengers ; so that altogether 
we had, with the ship’s crew, between thirty- 
five and forty men on board. The number 
of women and children was also very con- 
siderable. 

One forenoon, as Captain Dibbs was 
conting out of his cabin into the saloon, 
holding in his hands the apparatus neces- 
sary for taking the day’s observations, the 
daughter of one of the passengers, who was 
chasing one of the other children round the 
table, came into violent contact. with him, 
very nearly causing him to drop the chrono- 
meter he was carrying. It was preserved 
from falling, but at the cost of a violent 
shake, which the captain subsequently found 
had seriously affected its rate of going, and, 
as it happened to be the only trustworthy 
instrument he had, he became uncertain as 
to his longitude. When, therefore, one 
morning, shortly before daybreak, a vessel 

. 

  

  

‘twas in 1829 that | was sighted, which from the course she was 
steering, it was evident had only lately left 
land, he determined to speak her and 
ascertain his true position; for he was ap- 
proaching the Abrolhos shoals, and did not 
know whether he was’ to the east or west of 
them. She was about three miles off when 
first seen, steering across the Lady Afary’s 
bows, being apparently bound from Brazil 
to the Cape. Captain Dibbs therefore 
altered his course, so as to intercept her; 
but upon observing this, the stranger, to 
the surprise of the captain, suddenly al- 
tered his course also, and crowded all sail, 
with the evident object of avoiding a meet- 
ing. Such was the superior speed of the 
Lady Mary, however, that she rapidly les- 
sened the distance between them, and, day 
soon breaking, both vessels could more 
plainly distinguish each other, when the 
stranger as suddenly took in sail and hove 
to, and on reaching her, a boat was sent on 
board, when this seemingly strange beha- 
viour was explained. Anda most providen- 
tial thing our meeting was, as the result 
will show, while the stumbling of a playing 
child was the means, in the good providence 
of God, of saving us from a terrible calamity. 

It appeared that the stranger, who was 
originally from Nova Scotia, having visited 
the West Indies on her way, and sailing last 
from Bahia, had narrowly escaped being 
seized by a piratical vessel only a few days 
before. It happened most fortunately that, 
when at Jamaica, the JVova Scotian had 
heard some rumours of ships missing, and 
supposed to have been captured and de- 
stroyed by a craft asserted to be an Ameri- 
can-built schooner, which had been seized 
the previous year by a gang of desperadoes, 
headed by her second mate (a man well 
known on the coast of Cuba, where it hap- 
pened), who had murdered the captain and 
crew, and then set sail on a piratical cruise. 
She was not supposed as yet to be very 
heavily armed, but was crowded with men,


