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the Lyons insurrection and the transporta- 
tion of the remains of Napoleon from St. 
Helena to France. M. Thiers had already 
achieved literary renown by his “ History of 
the French Revolution, ” which he began 
in 1823, and which he now followed up, 
being relieved from the toils of statecraft, 

by his .“ History of the Consulate and 
Empire,” which was completed in 1862. 
During the stormy period which dated from 
the Revolution of February, 31848, M. 
Thiers was an active member of the Con- 
stituent, and afterwards of the National 
Assembly. At first he favoured Louis 
Napoleon, but afterwards, having divined 
the Prince-President’s intention of seizing 

_ the supreme power, he opposed him stoutly, 
and was rewarded at the time of the coup 
@état by being sent to Mazas prison, and 
then banished the country. His exile did 
not last long, and he judiciously spent the 
interval in visiting battle-fields for the pur- 
poses of his History. M. Thiers was now 
getting well on in years, and, had his lot 
been that of most men, would probably 
have passed the rest of his days in compa- 
rative obscurity. And, in fact, he was laid 
on the shelf till 1863, when, to the astonish- 
ment of middle-aged men who remembered 
him as a Minister when they were children, 
he burst into notice as a brilliant debater in 
the Chamber, and as an uncompromising 
opponent of the Government. The power 
of Napoleon III. was then beginning to 
decline, and the merciless assaults of the 
old ex-Orleanist Minister helped to quicken 
his ruin. 

M. Thiers opposed the war with Germany 
in 1870, not as being wrong in itself, but 
as undertaken at the wrong time. During 
the disasters of that terrible year M. 
Thiers rose rapidly into favour with 
his countrymen. He was the only man 
of mark who had not served the de 
tested “ Badinguet”; he strove, though 
unsuccessfully, to make -terms with 
Bismarck in October; and he successively   

visited, in the depth of winter, England, 
Austria, Italy, and Russia, seeking vainly 
for anally against the Germans. He was 
now declared Chief of the Executive 
Government, and in February the terms of 
peace were arranged. M. Thiers strove his 
utmost, but the conditions were severe. 
France was mulcted of two provinces, and 
had to pay a fine of £200,000,000; the 
invader to remain on her soil till the last 
farthing was paid. M. Thiers manfully set 
to work to raise the money, but his plans 
were temporarily deranged by the Commu- 
nist insurrection of March. He had to fly 
from Paris, which was retaken two months 
later by fire and sword. As soon as peace 
was restored M. Thiers resumed his financial 
labours; he issued a loan, which wa 
subscribed fourteen times over, and he paid 
off the tremendous indemnity with such 
ease that the astute Bismarck, it is said, 

almost wished (dé Za Oliver Twist) that he 
had asked for more. 

On August 31, 1871, the Assembly 
changed M. Thiers’ designation to “ Presi- 
dent of the French Republic,” and pro- 
longed his tenure of office. He devoted 
himself with the utmost energy to the re- 
organization of the army and the evacuation 
of the territory. Had his countrymen been 
wise (which politically they rarely are), they 
would have let him stop in office ; but the 
Monarchists became alarmed at the Pre- 
sident’s acknowledged preference . for a 

Republican form of Government, as being 
the one which “ divided Frenchmen the 
least”; the various factions combined against 
him, and on the 24th May, 1873, overthrew 

him, and replaced him by the Conservative 
MacMahon. Since then M. Thiers re 
mained personally in the background; but 
he did not cease to be a power in France, 
and since 1870 had conferred such momen 

tous benefits on his native country that all 
Frenchmen who prefer patriotism to party 
will remember his name with perpetual 
gratitude.


