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1KE Lord Palmerston, M. 

Thiers was fresh and vigor- 

ous at an age when most 

men who have attained it 
are content to sit in the 

chimney-corner, and allow 

a younger generation to busy 

themselves with worldly af- 

fairs. Consequently, although 
halfway towards his eighty- 

first birthday, he seemed to 
have been cut off prematurely. Moreover 
he passed away at an important epoch in 
his country’s annals. For years he was 
the most prominent Frenchman, and recent 

events added to that prominence. A 

struggle was in progress between those who 

desired to retain the Republic as a perma- 
nent institution, and those who desired to 

replace it by some monarchical form of 
government; and it was confidently expected 

by the Moderate Republicans that, if 

Marshal MacMahon failed to satisfy the 

requirements of the majority of Frenchmen, 

M. Thiers would once more resume the 

chieftainship of the State. These expecta- 

tions were destined to be for ever unfulfilled. 

M. Thiers, who was staying at St. Germain, 

near Paris, had shown symptoms of alter- 

nate restlessness and drowsiness, but his 

friends were not seriously concerned about 

his health. He pursued his usual occupa- 

tions, and one afternoon he was to have 

met some friends, including M. Gambetta, 
at the house of M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire, 
in Paris. He failed, however, to keep his 

appointment, and next day the news was 
flashed over France that the veteran states- 
man was dead. After Iuncheon on the 
day in question he had been seized with 
a fit of apoplexy, and died the same even- 
ing. 

Louis Adolphe Thiers was born at 

Marseilles, April 16th, 1797. His parents 

were poor, his father being either a small     
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locksmith or a dock labourer, but they were 
fortunate in obtaining for him an exhibition 
at the public school of his native city, so 
that he was enabled to receive a good 
education, and soon distinguished himself 
by his ability. His first destination was the 
army, but for some reason or other it was 
decided to make a lawyer of him, although 
all through lite M. Thiers, despite his short- 
sightedness and small stature, displayed 
strong military instincts. At the bar M. 
Thiers met with no success. So, like many 
another briefless barrister, he turned to 

literature, which he found a far more con- 

genial pursuit. 

Charles X. was then treading the same 
fatal path which led our Charles I. to ruin 

some 200 years earlier, and the vivacious 
little Marseilles journalist vigorously assailed 
the King’s absolutist pretensions in the 
columns of the MVatona/. It was at this 
time that M. Thiers invented the well-known 
phrase, Le roi regne, et ne gouverne pas.” He 

presently became a man of note, and after 
the “three glorious days of July,” when 
Charles abdicated, it was he who proposed 
that the Duke of Orleans shouid fill the 

vacant throne. Under the new zégime, 

through the influence of his friend Lafitte, 
the wealthy banker, M. Thiers obtained a 
subordinate post in the Finance Department 

of the Government, having previously been 

returned as member for Aix. He soon, 
however, made his presence felt. He under- 
took the reformation of the French systen: 
of finance, and was acknowledged to be one 
of the ablest debaters in the House. 

With several intervening periods of re- 
signation he became in 1832 Minister of 
the Interior, and in 1836 President of: the 
Council. In 1840 he resigned, having 

nearly succeeded in causing a war between 
France and England over the Syrian affair. 
The chief other events which signalised his 
tenure of power were the suppression cf


