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about fifteen hundred men. The centres 

of production are Tripoli, Ruad, Lattakia, 

and Batroun on the coast of Mount Leba- 

non. The best qualities are found in the 

neighbourhood of Tripoli and Batroun ; but 

the boats visit all parts of the coast, from 

Mount Carmel in the south, to Alexandretta 

mn the north. 

The majority of the boats used are 

ordinary fishing-boats, three parts decked 

over, and carrying one mast with an ordinary 

lug-sail, They are from eighteen to thirty 
feet in length, and are manned by a crew 
of four or five men, one of whom is 

specially engaged for the purpose of haul- 
ing, while the rest are divers. In some 
cases, the men own their own boats, but 
generally they are hired for the season, 
which extends from June to the middle of 
October. No wages are paid; the remu- 
neration consists in an equal share of the 
produce of the fishing. The profits of a 
good diver reach as high as forty pounds a 
season. Diving is practised from a very 
early age up to forty years, beyond which 
few are able to continue the pursuit. It 
does not appear, however, that the practice 
has any tendency to shorten life, although, 
as the diver approaches forty, he is less able 
to compete with his younger and more 
vigorous brother. The time during which 
a Syrian diver can remain under water 
depends, of course, on his age and training. 
Sixty seconds is reckoned good work, but 
there are rare instances of men who are 
able to stay below eighty seconds. The men 
on the coast, however, make extraordin- 

- ary statements as to the length of time 
their best hands are able to remain under 
water, and gravely assert that eight and 
ten minutes are not impossibilities. 

The manner of diving is as follows:   

The diver—naked, of course,—with an 
open net around his waist for the receptacle 
of his ‘prizes, seizes with both hands an 
oblong white stone, to which is attached a 
rope, and plunges overboard. On arriving 
at the bottom, the stone is deposited at his 
feet, and keeping hold of the rope with one 
hand, the diver grasps and tears off the 
sponges within reach, which he deposits iz 
his net. He then, by a series of jerks to 
the rope, gives the signal to those above, 
and is drawn up. 

In former years, the Syrian coast was 
much frequented by Greek divers from the 
islands of the Archipelago. ‘heir number 
is now restricted to five or six boats 
annually, the skill of the Syrian, combined 

with his superior knowledge of the fishing- 
grounds, enabling him to compete success- 

fully with his foreign opponent. Although 

they vary much in quality and size, sponges 

may be generally classified as—the fine 

white bell-shaped sponge, known as_ the 
“toilet sponge ;” the large reddish variety, 

known as “sponge de Vénise,” or ‘‘bath- 
sponges ;” and the coarse red sponge used 

for household purposes and cleaning. 

Two-thirds of the produce of the Syrian 

coast are purchased by the native mer- 

chants, who send it to Europe for sale; 

while the remainder is purchased on the 

spot by French agents, who annually visit 

Syria for the purpose. France takes the 

bulk of the finest qualities, while the reddish 

and common sponges are sent to Germany 

and England. The revenue derived by the 

Government from this industry is a tenth 

of the value of the produce. ‘The annual 

import of sponges from all countries into 

the United Kingdom amounts in value to 

about one hundred and twenty-five thousand 

pounds,


