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the erection of this very obelisk. Moses, 

who was learned in all the wisdom of the 

Egyptians, doubtless, by command of Pha- 

raoh’s daughter, received his early training 

in this very temple. He may often have 

walked under the shade of its obelisks, 

when the seeds of those mighty thoughts, 

afterwards to produce such wondrous fruits, 

were germinating in his mind. Jeremiah, 
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who, at a later period, was carried a captive 
into Egypt, and who lifted his prophetic 

voice against the Temple of the Sun (Jer. 
xliii. 13), had also, in all probability, been 
a visitor there. It is well known that, by 

its magnificence, and its repute as a seat of 
learning, visitors were drawn to it, in those 
times, from the most advanced nations of 

the world. 

‘A RAILWAY THREE THOUSAND MILES LONG. 

      
     

  

Wa ¢ 
MO? tific marvels, a 

YY D railway trip lasting 
a week, over a line 

3,287 miles long, 

ots across the entire 

‘width of a continent, is some- 

thing to talk of. Yet such 
may be accomplished any week 
in the year by taking a ticket 
from New York to San Fran- 

cisco. A writer in a popular magazine 
describes his experiences :— 

“The insignificant run of a thousand 
miles through Pennsylvania, Ohio, and In- 

diana, by the southern limits of Lake 
Michigan, I shall pass over. It is to our 
westward flight what the journey from 
ieuston to Rugby is to the tourist bound 
for the Highlands, The real journey due 
west begins at Chicago. 

The Father of Waters, the rolling Mis- 
sissippl, interposes in our path at Burlington; 
but in America neither river nor mountain 
affrights the iron horse. At this point we 
are sixteen hundred miles from the mouth 
of the river, which we cross by a long and 
well-constructed bridge. Omaha is the next 
stage, so to speak, cf our journey; and from 
that station communication with California 
is continued by a single line, the Union 

   

  

  

  

sf. NEW YORK TO SAN FRANCISCO. 

Pacific, or, as the Americans love to call 

it, the Trans-Continental Railroad, with 
continuing lines belonging respectively to 
the Central Pacific Company from Pro- 
montory to Sacramento, and to the Western 

Pacific Company from there to San Fran- 
cisco. The broad piate-glass windows of 
the cars give many pleasant pictures of life 

and natural beauty in Iowa and Illinois ; 
and it is easy to see that here is a country 
which drops fatness on every side. The 
idea of space, illimitable space, never leaves 
you, for everything is on a Brobdingnagian 
scale, man alone appearing in the normal 

stature of his race. 
The Missouri is crossed at Omaha bya 

bridge over a mile long, and the yellow, 
turbid flood rolls beneath us with something 

of anger. Omaha is of course termed a 
city. A store, a drinking saloon, and a few 
sheds and houses, often constitute a city 
here, just as a twisted moustache and - 

French cap make a man a general or a 

colonel. But Omaha is now a thriving 
town, growing rapidly every day, and full of 

importance in its sentinel post on the west- 
ern bank of the river. There is a gentle- 

man still living in Omaha who received the 
first appointment of postmaster; the chiet 
difficulty he had to contend with was the 

non-existence of a post-office. The letters, 

however, were not numerous to out-ofthe-


