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was to pass, resting on wooden beams con- 
nected with them, possessing some degree 
of elasticity. 

Such was the Cleopatra as originally 
prepared. After being taken in pieces to 
Alexandria, it may be said to have been 
built up underneath and around the Needle, 
as it lay embedded in the sand. The soil 
to some little distance was dug away, and 
the segment meant to cover that part was 

fitted around it. Thus segment after seg- 
ment was added, till the whole was com- 
pleted and firmly riveted together. Our 
engraving will give an excellent idea of the 
construction of the vessel. 

The Needle was fixed four inches below 
the centre. The fore and aft compartments 
were filled to above the centre line with con- 
crete, perfectly solidified, so as to render it 
impossible for the vessel to capsize. A 
roadway was then dug to the sea, and the 
vessel, with its solid freight, rolled into the 
water. Having thus been safely floated, it 
was fitted with a deck-house, a mast, and 
other needful conveniences, and made ready 
for the voyage, 

The whole get-up of this strange craft 
was most ingenious. Every contrivance 
that could tend to insure its safety was 
adopted; and its buoyancy and sailing 
qualities were shown to be of a high order 
by one of the severest tests to which a ves- 
sel, likely to encounter ocean storms, can 
be exposed. The weight of the Needle is 
180 tons ; the burden of the Cleopatra was 
about 700. 

All being ready, the services of a crew-of 
eight Maltese sailors, under Captain Carter, 
were secured, and the Olga steamer, com- 
manded by Captain Booth, and bound for 
Falmouth, was engaged to take her in tow. 
The voyage began prosperously on the 
morning of September 21st, the speed of 
the two vessels being at the rate of about 
seven knots an hour, All went well till 
the evening of Sunday, October 14th, when 
the barometer fellrapidly, anda storm came 
on, which speedily increased to a terrific 
gale. The crew of the Cveopatra, after 
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tempest, considered themselves in great 
danger. Their vessel, struck by a heavy 
sea, was thrown on her beam ends, and a 
quantity of iron rails, taken on board for 
ballast, breaking loose, and repeatedly doing 
so after being repeatedly secured by the 
sailors, rendered futile all attempts to right 
her. In answer to their signals for assist- 
ance, the O/ga, about 9.20 p.m., sent a 
boat with a-volunteer crew, which made its 
way to the C/eofatra ; but the sailors failing 
to secure the ropes which the Cleopatra 
flung to them, their boat drifted rapidly 
away out of sight. 

As the night wore on the Cleopatra re- 
mained helpless; but as she had now ceased 
to signal, the Olea concluded that the aid 
sent had reached her, and that, with the 
help of the six volunteers, all was going on 
satisfactorily. This, however, was far from 
being the case ; the position of the Cleopatra 
was most forlorn: being mastless, heeled 
over till the deck made an angle of fifty 
degrees, and completely washed by every 
sea. At one o'clock on the following 
morning, the Cleopatra signalled, “ We are 
foundering; send a boat and take us on 
board.” In answer to this message, as 
soon as dawn made it possible for the Olga 
to distinguish her consort, a manilla-hemp 
rope (which, being light, floated on the sur- 
face of the water) was paid out. The Olga 
then steamed across her bows, causing the 
rope which she dragged through the water 
to strike on the prow of the Cleopatra. 
Before it could be caught the sea had 
washed it away again, and the Olga was 
obliged to come into dangerous proximity 
to the Céeopatra, in order that a line might 
be thrown on board the latter. 

A hawser was then bent on to the line, 
which, after great exertion, was made fast 
to the Cleopatra, and when the signal was 
given, a boat was lowered from the Olga, 
and drawn across the intervening space by 
the line. Another line, attached to the 
prow of the little boat, kept it in commu- 
nication with the Olea. 

As the state of the waves permitted, the 
bravely battling for some hours with the | men dropped one by one into the boat,


