
don are more conspicuous 
or attractive than Cleopatra’s 

NG an obelisk hewn from 

a single block of rose-colour- 

ed granite, and covered with 
hieroglyphic inscriptions. It 
was originally one of six which 
adorned the approach to the 

Temple of the Sun, at On, in 

ancient Egypt. These obe- 
lisks were erected in pairs, 

but only one of them now remains on its 
original site to attest the former splendours 
of the place. Of the others, two, called 
Pharaoh’s Needles, were transferred: one to 
Constantirople, and the other to Rome; 
and two, atan earlier period, to Alexandria, 
where they became associated with the 
name of Cleopatra. 

Cleopatra is celebrated in history as the 
daughter of Ptolemy Auletes, King of 
Egypt, who died in the year B.c. 51. By 
her father’s will, she and her elder brother 
were to reign jointly, but, soon disagreeing, 
she fled for refuge into Syria. Some time 
after, when Julius Cesar came into Egypt 
in pursuit of Pompey, shé contrived, by her 

(rp Ew of the ornaments of Lon- 

   

rare accomplishments and fascinating man- | 
ners, to secure his favour, and was restored 
to her position. The discreditable means by 
which she afterwards gained sole possession 
of the throne; her connection with Marc 
Antony, and her voluntary death by the 
bite of a poisonous asp brought to her in 
a basket of flowers, and applied by herself 
to her arm, to prevent her being carried to 
Kome to grace the triumph of Augustus, 
are matters of history which need not be 
dwelt on here. It is more to the purpose to 
remark that, in the reign of Augustus, about 
twenty-three years before the birth of our 
Saviour, these two obelisks were removed 
from On to Alexandria to grace the entrance 
to the Cesarium, a temple built in honour | to remain buried in the sand. 
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of the Czsars; and that, probably, from 
their removal for this, or for some kindred 
purpose, having been designed by Cleopatra, 
the name by which they were afterwards 
known was given to them: they were called 
“ Cleopatra’s Needles.” 

The subsequent history of the one now 
on the Thames Embankment may be given 
in very few words. 

The Ceesarium, in connection with which 
it was erected, must have been a building 
of great magnificence, and situated on the 
shore of a beautiful bay. Marble steps, 
near the water, still remain to tell of its 
original grandeur. But it has long since 
passed away. The sea seems gradually to 
have encroached on the site on which it 
stood, and, probably, from the obelisk 
being thus undermined, it fell prostrate 
some centuries ago, and was gradually 
covered over with sand and rubbish. The 
remaining obelisk still stands in its original 
position. 

In the year 1798, Egypt was invaded and 
conquered by the French under Napoleon 
Bonaparte, who took possession of the 
obelisk, together with many other interest- 
ing antiquities. 

Conquered in their turn, in 1801, by the 
English forces under Sir Ralph Abercromby, 
they were compelled to relinquish their ill- 
gotten treasures, and a subscription was 
raised for the purpose of conveying the 
obelisk to England, every man in the army 
and navy contributing several days’ pay to 
secure it. 
The military authorities, however, objected 

to this proceeding, and the work was aban- 
doned., 

In 1820, Mehemet Ali, then the ruler of 
Egypt, offered it to the British nation as a 
token of friendship ; but the estimated cost 
was So great as to prevent any serious attempt 
being made to remove it, and it was suffered 
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