
GLOBE-LIGHTNING. 
  

stern, and exploded with a loud report re- 

sembling that of a heavy piece of ordnance. 

Sparks of fire were scattered all about the 

deck, and the steersman was killed by the 

shock, ‘The fire-ball apparently travelled 

with the wind, which was from the south- 

west, and when it burst the flash was so 

intensely brilliant that the steward, who was 

lying in his berth below, declared that he 

saw the bright light through the seams of 

the deck. 
In reality, however, the meteor which 

caused the poor fellow’s death was not in 
any way connected with the class of objects 

to which shooting stars, aerolites, bolides, 
and fire-balls belong. In fact, the word 
“meteor,” though etymologically applicable 
to the object seen by the crew of the Urania, 
has become so thoroughly identified with 
shooting-stars and aerolites, that it can 
hardly be properly made use of in describ- 
ing the phenomenon. Sales met his death 
from lightning—but the lightning belonged 
to neither of the forms (forked and sheet) 
with which we are most familiar, but to the 
form denominated by Arago “globe- 
lightning.” He had been led to notice, as 
adistinct class, lightnings or thunderbolts of 
a globular form, also remarkable for the 
slowness of their movements. At that time 
he could cite but a small number of well- 
authenticated facts, but a few years later, 
when attention had been drawn to the 
subject and inquiries prosecuted, “he was 
embarrassed,” he says, “by the difficulty 
of selection amongst the numerous accounts 
which he had received.” 

Lightnings of the globular kind are often 
visible for, several seconds ; they move in a 
strange undulating manner, often appearing 
to avoid objects with which their course 
would, if unchanged, have brought them 
into contact ; and at other times seeming to 
leave their course through the attraction of 
objects lying near it. They have even been 
known to rebound (in appearance) from the   
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earth, to separate into several small glybes, 
and to exhibit other singular phenomdna. 
Several instances of the effects of glohe- 
lightning resemble very closely those which 
are ascribed to the object which exploded 
near the Urania. In one case three men 
in the cross-trees of an American ship were 
knocked down, and two of them killed, by 
what is described as “a ball of fire, which 
struck on the topmast.” The lightning- 
rod had been taken down a few days 
before for some repairs. Arago records 
that the East India Company's ship the 
Good Hope was struck by lightning of a 
globular form, which produced a most 
violent detonation, killed a sailor instan- 
taneously, and seriously wounded another. 
Many similar instances might be cited. 

No satisfactory explanation of the singular 
phenomenon of globe-lightning has yet been 
offered, though probably the account of the 
matter given by Sir John Herschel in his 
“Treatise on Meteorology” is very near the 
truth. He assimilates the phenomenon to 
certain appearances which attend the dis- 
charge of electricity under particular circum- 
stances artificially brought about. It must 
not, however, be supposed that any doubt 
whatever rests on the strictly electrical 
nature of such events as the one by which 
the seaman Sales suddenly met his death. 
Everything in the appearance, as well as in 
the movements, of globe-lightnings, dis- 
tinguishes them clearly from aerolites and 
shooting-stars. And besides, it is well 
known that luminous electrical globes are a 
common attendant on volcanic eruptions. 
Sir William Hamilton relates that he and 
others repeatedly saw such globes during 
the eruption of Vesuvius. They issued 
from the thick cloud of ashes which over- 
hung the volcano, and many of them were of 
considerable magnitude. They burst in the 
air like fireworks which are filled with what 
are called “serpents.” Similar appearances 
have been observed during other eruptions,


