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Let us see how this ticket-printing is 
done. First of all, here are boxes filled 
with coloured pieces of cardboard, which 

will soon be printed and made into tickets. 
The little steam-wrought machine for print- 

ing the tickets is an exceedingly ingenious 
piece of mechanism. Imagine a little table 

with a long, thin box rising above it at 

the back, and another box falling below it 
at the front. The table contains the print- 

ing-rollers and type-case; the boxes (the 

interior horizontal section of which is the 
size of a ticket) are for holding tickets. 

The upper box is filled with a pile of 
pieces of cardboard. One at a time, the 

lowest card is jerked by a spring under the 

printing-machinery, and falls into the lower 

box; in less than a quarter of a second it 

is printed and numbered and safely stored in 
the other box. All that the man has to do 

isto keep the upper box filled with cards, 

remove the lower box when filled, supply 

fresh empty boxes, place the printed tickets’ 

in rows, and see that the ink reservoir is full. 

The machine does the rest, including the 

printing, the inking of the type, and the 

moving and storing of the tickets. 
The numbering is done by means of 

four wheels, with their centres in a 

horizontal line, thus forming a cylinder. 

These wheels have raised: numerals on 

their edges, which imprint themselves on 

the tickets. The wheel which bears the 

numeral in the units’ place moves so that 

a fresh type is ready for each successive 

ticket ; that in the tens’ place, at one-tenth 

that rate, and so on. 

The next step, of counting the tickets, is 
a curious one. ‘Though the greatest care   

is taken to insure accuracy, mistakes zl 

occur in printing the numbers on the tickets. 

Sometimes a number is omitted ; sometimes 

two tickets are printed with the same 
number. To provide against such casual- 

ties, the tickets when printed are counted ; 

and, as it is impossible for human eye and 

memory and judgment to be infallible, they 

are counted by machinery. This machinery 

again consists of a table with the two boxes 

as before. This time the table is simply a 

table with a hole in it, large enough to 

allow the number of a ticket to be seen 

through. At the side of the table is a 

cylinder wheel similar to that above 

described. The number on the cylinder is 

adjusted to be the same as that printed on 

the first ticket to be counted. The tickets 

are in consecutive order. As the boy turns 

a handle, they are jerked from the upper 

box to the lower, showing their numbers 

under the hole. The cylinder wheel re- 

volves at the same rate, and therefore the 

number on each ticket and that on the 

wheel ought to agree. If they do not 

agree, then it is evident that a number has 

been omitted or perhaps duplicated. The 

deficient ticket being supplied, or the sur- 

plus one removed, the tickets are then 

pressed together by machinery, tied, 

packed, and sent to their destinations. 

Such is one of the most interesting indus- 

tries of our time—an industry invented, deve-   

‘loped, and still in the hands of one family; yet 

spread in its interests over the whole world. 
And it is curious to know that in one long, 

low building in a suburban street of 2 

» provincial town, the tickets for the whole 
world, except North America, are made. 

GHhOBE-LIGHT NING: 
OME time since, a narrative appeared 
under the heading “ Killed by a Me- 

teor,” in which the death of a seaman 

on board the schooner Urania was ascribed 

to the fall of “a meteor resembling a ball of 
fire.” A seaman, named Sales, was steer- 

ing, and at 12.30 a.m. a meteor, like a ball 

of fire, fell immediately over the vessel’s


