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exertion of every muscle, he gradually 

neared the top. He felt that his life was 

at stake, and all the terrors of death rose 

before him. _He dared not look down- 

wards, lest he should become dizzy ; and 

perhaps on this circumstance his life de- 

pended. His companions stood on the 

top of the rock, exhorting and encourag- 

ing him. His strength was almost ex- 
hausted, but a bare possibility of saving 

his life remained ; and hope, the last friend 

of the distressed, had not forsaken him. 

His course upwards was rather oblique than. 
perpendicular. The mest critical moment 

had now arrived. He had ascended con-    
  

Ni gow that our railway system 

Ai is so vastly extended, the 

| issue of millions upon 

millions of tickets yearly 

is a necessity. Within 

living memory the lines 

were worked without 

tickets. In the infancy of 

steam-traffic, passengers paid 

their fares to the clerk, and 

walked upon the station 

platform with their friends 

until the train arrived, were then conveyed 

to their destinations, and left the railway 
without giving any proof to the officials 
of the station where they disembarked that 
they had paid their fare at the point of 

departure. 

The originator of the idea of printing 
railway tickets was a man who was em- 
ployed at a little wayside station in the 
neighbourhood of Carlisle, and those he 

then used were about the same size as the 
tickets now issued, But his arrangements 

for printing them were of the most primitive 

description. In fact, a few types fastened 
together in a case about the size of a nail- 

brush formed his sole apparatus. The 
name of the station to which the passenger 
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siderably more than two hundred feet, and 
had still farther to rise, when he felt him- 
self fast growing weak. He now made a 
last despairing effort, and succeeded. He 
had cut his way not far from two hundred 
and fifty feet from the water, in a course 
almost perpendicular; and in two hours 
his comrades were able to throw over a 
rope and draw him up. They received him 
with shouts of joy, but he himself was 

completely exhausted. He immediately 
fainted away on reaching the top, and it 

was some time before he recovered. His 
name is still on the rocks—a memorial of 
folly. 
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was going was zritéen upon the ticket at 

the time of issue. The use of tickets on 
this principle gradually increased, until at 

last its inventor found that it would be 

desirable to devote himself entirely to the 

development of the new industry. From 

that day to this the printing of railway 
tickets has remained in the hands of the 

same family, who have pursued it with 

an amount of perseverance and ingenuity 

perfectly marvellous. The railways of 

nearly the whole world are supplied with 

tickets from this one manufactory. There 

may be seen in course of manufacture 

tickets for English railways, Swedish, South 

American, Egyptian, etc—even Cairo 

tickets—a special class—for “pilgrims 

going to Mecca ;” and others, for a fourth 

class, are printed for a South American line, 

for ‘slaves without shoes and stockings.” 

The first great improvement made in the 

tickets was in numbering them. Every 

railway passenger has noticed that each 

ticket is numbered, and the date is printed 

by the little press in front of the ticket- 

clerk when he thrusts the ticket in before 

it is issued. A large proportion of the 

accuracy of the accounts of railways de- 

pends upon these numbers.


