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and a black catalogue it was. Barrington, 
in his observations on the statute of Henry 
VI., does not hesitate to estimate the 
numbers of those put to death in England 

on this charge at THIRTY THOUSAND! 

Notwithstanding that condemnations 

were no longer obtainable after 1716, 

popular outrages on supposed witches con- 

tinued to take place in England for many 
years afterwards. On an occasion of this 
kind, an aged female pauper was killed by 
a mob near Tring, in Staffordshire ; and for 
the murder, one of the perpetrators was 
tried and executed. The occurrence of 
such outrages having been traced to the 
unrepealed statute of James I. against 
witchcraft, an Act was passed, in 1736, 
discharging all legal proceedings on the 
ground of sorcery or witchcraft ; and since 
this period, prosecutions for following hid- 
den arts have had no higher aim than the 
punishing of a pretended skill in fortune- 
telling and other forms of practical knavery. 

It has been said that James I. brought 
with him from Scotland strong impressions 

on the subject of witchcraft, and, accord- 
ingly, we now refer to the history of the 
delusion in that country. In the reign of 
Queen Mary, the contemporary of Eliza- 

beth, the public mind in Scotland fell into 
the common frenzy, and an act was passed 
by the Scottish Parliament.for the suppres- 
sion and punishment of witchcraft. In 
virtue of this law, great numbers were tried 
and executed. The witch mania in Scot- 
land was, through these prosecutions, 

brought to an extravagant height in the year 
1591, when a large number of unhappy 

beings were cruelly burnt to death on the 

Castle-hill of Edinburgh. The Scottish 
witches were nearly all aged women ; only 

a few men figured in the prosecutions. On 
coming to exercise the functions of majesty, 

James made numerous judicial investiga- 
tions into alleged cases of witchcraft, and 
derived a pleasure in questioning old women 
respecting their dealings with Satan. The 

depositions made at these formal inquests 
are still preserved, and are among the most 

curious memorials of the sixteenth century.   
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aw The most remarkable species 

= oF isDracena draco, the “dragon 
= “ . . 

TI tree” of Teneriffe, which at- 

tains a great size, and, unlike 

the majority of monocotyle- 
donous trees, has forked 

branches. This plant yields a 
red resin, resembling dragon’s 
blood ; but it is not known in 

commerce. They are unlike any other family 

of plants, and only a few of the old ones 
are now remaining in the Canary Islands. 
They grow to fifty or sixty feet high, and 
are, at three: hundred years old, twenty feet 

round, 
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flowers, becomes a separate plant, sending 
its air-roots down the old trunk, on the out- 

side of it, so that the original tree becomes 
a mere framework for supportiag the living 

network outside. Humboldt estimated 
the great tree at Orotava, now a mere ruin, 

at 6,000 years old. 
“This gigantic tree,” says Von Humboldt, 

in his “Pictures of Nature,” “grows in the 
garden of the little villa of Orotava, called 

Taoro, one of the most beautiful spots in 
the civilized world. In 1799, when we 
ascended the Peak of Teneriffe, we found 

that this enormous tree was forty-eight feet 
in circumference a little above the root.” 
Sir George Staunton asserts that at the 

height of ten feet the tree is twelve feet. in   diameter. Tradition reports that this tree 

was an object of veneration to the Guanches,


