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Dunny, and drew from her some not un- 
natural objurgations, immediately after 

which, the vehicle of the man stuck fast in 

agate, without its wheels being impeded 
by either of the Zosts, and the unfortunate 
Amy was credited with the accident. Such 
accusations formed the burden of the ditty, 
in addition to the bewitching of the children. 
These young accusers were produced in 
court, and, on being touched by the old 

women, fell into fits. But on their eyes 
being covered, they were thrown into the 
same convulsions by other persons, precisely 
in the same way. In the face of this pal- 
pable proof of imposture, and despite the 
general absurdity of the charges, Sir 
Matthew Hale committed Amy Dunny and 

Rose Callender to the tender mercies of 
the hangman. Itis stated that the opinion 
of the learned Sir Thomas Browne, who was 

accidentally present, had great weight 
against the prisoners. He declared his 
belief that the children were truly bewitched, 
and supported the possibility of such 
possessions by long and learned arguments, 
theological and metaphysical. Yet Sir 
Matthew Hale was one of the wisest and 
best men of his time, and Sir Thomas 
Browne had written an able work in exposi- 
tion of popular fallacies ! 

It was during the reign of Charles II. 
that many persons in high station were 
found to express a doubt of the reality of 
witchcraft. The first book treating the 
subject rationally, and trying to disprove 
that the Scripture warranted either the crime 
or its punishment, was that of Webster, 

published in 1677. It is amusing to ob- 
serve in this treatise the anxiety of the 
author to vindicate himself from the charge 
of irreligion, which he foresaw would be 
brought against him, “ crossing the common 
stream of vulgar opinion.” Chief Justices 
North and Holt, to their lasting credit, were 
the first individuals occupying the high 
places of the law who had at once the good 
sense and the courage to set their faces 
against the continuance of this murderous 
delusion. In one case, by detecting a piece 
of gross imposture, Chief Justice North 
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threw into disrepute, once for all, the trick 
of pin-vomiting, one of the most striking 
and convincing practices of the possessed. 
A male sorcerer stood at the bar, and his 

supposed victim was in court, vomiting pins 
in profusion. These pins were straight, a 
circumstance which made the greater im- 
pression, as those commonly ejected in such 
cases were bent, engendering frequently the 
suspicion of their having been previously 
and purposely placed in the mouth. The 
chief-justice was led to suspect something 
in this case by certain movements of the 
bewitched woman ; and by closely cross- 
questioning one of her own witnesses, he 
brought it fully out, that the woman placed 

pins in her stomacher, and, by a dexterous 
dropping of her head in her simulated fits, 
picked up the articles for each successive 
ejection. The man was found not guilty. 
The acquittal called forth such pointed 
benedictions on the judge from a very old 
woman present, that he was induced to ask 
the cause. “Oh, my lord,” said she, “twenty 
years ago they would have hanged me for 
a witch if they could ; and now, but for your 
lordship, they would have murdered my 
innocent son.” 

After the time of Holt, the ministers of 
the law went a step farther in their course 
of improvement, and spared the accused in 
spite of condemnatory verdicts. In 1711, 
Chief Justice Powell presided at a trial 
where an old woman was pronounced guilty. 
The judge, who had sneered openly at the 
whole proceedings, asked the jury if they 
found the woman “guilty upon the indict- 
ment of conversing with the devil in the 
shape of a cat.” The reply was, “We do 
find her guilty of that ;” but the question of 
the judge produced its intended effect in 
casting ridicule on the whole charge, and 
the woman was pardoned. Yet, frightful to 
think, after all this, in 1716; Mrs. Hicks 
and her daughter, aged nine, were hanged 
at Huntingdon for selling their souls to the 
devil, and raising a storm by pulling off 
their stockings, and making a lather of soap! 
With this crowning atrocity the catalogue 
of murders in England closes. And a long


