
: REMARRABLE DELUSIONS. 

manner: He stripped them naked, shaved 

them, and thrust pins into their bodies, to 

discover the witch’s mark ; he wrapped them 

in sheets, with the great toes and thumbs 

tied together, and dragged them through 

ponds or rivers, when, if they sunk, it was 

held as a sign that the baptismal element 

did not reject them, and they were cleared ; 

but if they floated, as they usually would 

do for a time, they were then set down as 

guilty, and doomed. He kept them fasting 

and awake, and sometimes incessantly 

walking, for twenty-four or forty-eight hours, 

as an inducement to confession, and, in 

short, practised on the accused such abo- 

minable cruelties that they were glad to 

escape from life by confession. Ifa witch 

could not shed tears at command, said the 

further items of this wretch’s creed, or if 

she hesitated at a single word in repeating 

the Lord’s Prayer, she was in league with 

the Evil One. ‘The results of these and 

such-like tests were actually and universally 

admitted as evidence by the administrators 

of the law, who, acting upon them, con- 

demned all such as had the amazing con- 

stancy to hold out against the tortures 

inflicted. Few gave the courts that trouble. 

Butler has described Hopkins in his Audz- 

gras as one 

‘*Fully empowered to treat about 

Finding revolted witches out. 

And has he not, within this year, 

Hanged three score of them in one shire ? 

Some only for zof being drowned, 

And some for sitting above ground.” 

After he had murdered hundreds, and pur- 

sued his trade for many years (from 1644 
downwards), the tide of popular opinion 
finally turned against Hopkins, and he was 
subjected, by a party of indignant experi- 
menters, to his own favourite test of 

swimming. It is said that he escaped with 
life, but from that time forth he was never 

heard of again. 
A belief in witchcraft, however, still con- 

tinued virulent in England, and was argu- 

mentatively supported by grave and pious 
men, The grounds of credibility do not 
seem to have been earnestly investigated. 
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Richard Baxter, who wrote in 1651, founds 
his opinion of the truth of witchcraft on the 
fact that many persons had been tried and 
put to death for the crime. It did not 

occur to him to inquire whether the imputed 
crime were well or ill founded. Such was 
the loose reasoning that prevailed in Eng- 
land and elsewhere in the seventeenth cen- 
tury. Witchcraft was a truth, because 
everybody had acted upon the conviction 
of its being a truth! How has the progress 

of society, with the reign of peace and 
good-will on earth, been retarded by this 
accommodating method of argument ! 

It is an undoubted fact, however to be 

accounted for or palliated, that during the 

troublous seventeenth century, prosecutions 

for witchcraft were prominent in some pro- 
portion’to the ascendancy of the Puritanic 

cause. While, as during the time of the 

Civil War and Commonwealth, the ruling 
powers acted under strong religious im- 

pulses, the scriptural maxim of ‘Thou shalt 

not suffer a witch to live” had the force of 

acommandment. Ina time of indifference, 

as in the reign of Charles IL. rulers were 

disposed, so far as popular prepossessions 

would permit, to let these poor old creatures 

cheaply off. The era of the Long Parlia- 

ment was that during which the witch-mania 

attained its growth. Zhrce thousand persons 

are said to have perished during the con- 

tinuance of the sittings of that body by 

legal executions, independently of sum- 

mary deaths at the hands of the mob. 

With the Restoration came a relaxation, 

but not a cessation, of this severity. One 

noted case occurred in 1664, when the 

enlightened and just Sir Matthew Hale 

tried and condemned two women, Amy 

Dunny and Rose Callender, at Bury St. 

Edmunds, for bewitching children, and 

other similar offences. Some of the items 

of the charge may be mentioned. Being 

capriciously refused some herrings, which 

they desired to purchase, the two old women 

expressed themselves in impatient language 

and a child of the herring-dealer soon after 

wards fell ill—in consequence! A carter 

drove his wagon against the cottage of Amy


