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OSS ancey would cre- 
g dence be given in 

the present day to 
the accounts of the 

cruelties formerly 
practised upon 
those who were 

said to have ‘trafficked with 
the powers of darkness” unless 

\ abundantly substantiated. In 
if a tract of Chambers’ Miseel- 

ee lany, entitled “ The Old Witch- 
crafts,” an amazing account is given -of 
the superstition of former times. A be- 
lief in witchcraft seems to have formed an 
article of religious faith in every Euro- 
pean country throughout the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. 

In England witchcraft became the subject 
of express statutes of Henry VIL, Eliza- 
beth, and also of James I. ‘This last 
monarch, who, we shall afterwards see, was 
a great witch-fancier while in Scotland, 
brought with him to England a keen sense 
of the duty of finding out and punishing all 
sorts of diablery. The Act passed in the 
first year of his reign in England defines 
the crime with a degree of minuteness 
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worthy of the adept from whose pen it un- | 
doubtedly proceeded. “ Any one that shall 
use, practise, or exercise any invocation of 
any evil or wicked spirit, or consult or co- 
venant with, entertain or employ, feed or 
reward, any evil or wicked spirit, 20 or for 
ANY purpose; or take up any dead man, 
etc. ; such offenders, duly and lawfully con- 
victed and attainted, shall suffer death.” We 
have here witchcraft first distinctly made, of 
itself, a capital crime. Many years had not 
passed away after the passing of this statute 
ere the delusion, which had heretofore 
committed but occasional and local mis- 
chief, became an epidemical frenzy, devas- 
tating every corner of England. Leaving 
out of sight single executions, we find such 
wholesale murders as the following in 

‘sional name of wietch-finders. 

  

REMARKABLE DELUSIONS. 

abundance on the record: In 1622, twelve 
persons were condemned at once at Lan- 
caster, and many more in 1613, when the 
whole kingdom rang with the fame of the 
“ Lancashire witches ;” in 1622, six at York ; 
in 1634, seventeen in Lancashire; in 1644, 
sixteen at Yarmouth; in 1645, fifteen at 
Chelmsford ; and in 1645 and 1646, sixty 
persons perished in Suffolk, and nearly an 
equal number at the same time in Hunting- 
don. These are but a few selected cases. 

The poor creatures who usually composed 
these ill-fated bands are thus described by 
an able observer: “An old woman with a 
wrinkled face, a furred brow, a hairy lip, a 

_gobber tooth, a squint eye, a squeaking 
voice, or a scolding tongue, having a ragged 
coat on her back, a spindle in her hand, 
and a dog by her side—a wretched, infirm, 
and impotent creature, pelted and persecu- 
ted by all the neighbourhood, because the 
farmer’s cart had stuck in the gateway, or . 
some idle boy had pretended to spit needles 
and pins for the sake of a holiday from 
school or work ”—such were the poor un- 
fortunates selected to undergo the last tests 
and tortures sanctioned by the laws, and 
which tests were of a nature so severe that 
no one would have dreamed of inflicting 
them on the vilest.of murderers. They were 
administered by a class of wretches who, 
with one Matthew Hopkins at their head, 
sprung up in England in the middle of the 
seventeenth century, and took the profes- 

The practices 
of the monster Hopkins, who, with his 
assistants, moved from place to place in the 
regular and authorised pursuit of his trade, 
will give a full idea of .the tests referred to, 
as well as of the horrible fruits of the witch- 
craft frenzy in general. From each town 
which he visited Hopkins exacted the 
stated fee of twenty shillings, and in con- 
sideration thereof, he cleared the locatity of 
all suspected persons, bringing them to 
confession and the stake in the following


