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which was. a ship of this kind, went se- 

riously to impair confidence in the plan. In 
carrying out the idea to its full extent, it 
was found necessary to carry it out in one 
direction only, and to depend wholly on 
the engines as the motive power of the ship. 
The care of naval architects was then 
confined to devising a ship which should be 
so protected in all vulnerable parts as to 
enable it to withstand the fire of the most 
powerful artillery ; at the same time that it 
was furnished with the means of moving 
speedily about, and of inflicting the great- 
est amount of injury capable of being com- 
passed by the heaviest guns, 

Upon this plan vessels of the Glatton, 
Cyclops, Magdala, and Abyssinia class were 
built, with fair speed, but very light 
draught of water, for the purpose of lying 
close in shore, and defending harbours, 
creeks, and rivers. Indeed, it was thought 
at one time that the use of mastless turret- 
ships would be confined exclusively to this 
object, and that it would be perfectly 
impossible to send them to sea. But the 
designers of the Devastation, Thunderer, 
Dreadnought, and Inflexible had other 
opinions, at least to this extent, that they 
have been able to provide aship capable of 
going fourteen knots an hour, capable of 
stowing 1,600 tons of coal, and capable 
of carrying, behind the thickest armour 
used, four of the huge 81-ton guns, whose 
exploits at Shoeburyness excited so much 
wonder. Further, they have succeeded 
in enabling such monsters to go to sea 
with perfect safety; and though it is 
probable that ships dependent for their 
motive power on their engines only will 
never be allowed to go ocean-cruising alone, 
the Devastation has proved her ability to 
go unaided from Portsmouth to Malta, and 
to face seas in the Mediterranean which 
other ships would regard as formidable. 
She has ridden out gales in perfect safety, 
and is pronounced by those on board to be 
more comfortable, and less: liable to pitch 
or roll, than ships with high bulwarks, 
masts, or other projections into the air. 
As adjuncts to a fleet, such ships are 

  

simply invaluable, and of all our ironclads, 
none has as yet more thoroughly represented 
British force and determination than the 
ship of which we write. 

The principal dimensions of the Devasta- 
tion are as follows :— 

Feet. In. 
Length between the perpendiculars: . 285 0 
Extreme breadth : é S . 62 3 
Depth inhold  . 5 : 2 s 18 0 
Burden in tons, 4,406. 
Draught of water (forward) . . . 26 3 

3 oe falty's : ri : O° os 

+s >» (mean) z < 26 8 

Displacement in tons, 9,298. 
Height of port-sills from load water-line 

(fore turret) j 5 5 12 Il 
Ditto ditto (after turret) . 12 7 

Height of upper deck at side, from load 
water-line (forward) . : : : 8 6 

Ditto ditto (amidships) . 10 9 
Engines—Indicated horse-power, 6,633. 

Speed per hour, in knots, 13°84. 

The thickness of her armour ranges from 

ten to twelve inches on sides and breast- 

work, and from twelve to fourteen in the 

turrets. She can carry 1,600 tons of coal 

—enough to take her to America and back; 

she is armed with four 35-ton guns, capable 
of firing shot and shell weighing 7oolbs. 
each, at a velocity equal to about goo miles 

an hour ; and she is manned by a comple- 

ment of 329 officers and men. The total 

weight of her armour is 2,581 tons, and her 

total displacement, with guns, stores, and 

“equipment, is equal to 9,298 tons. 

Some idea of the cost of these vessels 
may be gathered from the fact that the 
Dreadnought (late Fury), which is of the 

same type, but thirty-five feet longer 
than the Devastation, cost for her hull 

£400,000 ; her engines cost £70,000 ; her 

boilers £30,000; and there is the value of 

guns, -ammunition, and stores to be added 

tothese sums. Yet the cost of the Devas- 
tation, exclusive of artillery and stores, fell 
short of the cost of the Minotaur, by 

140,000, and of the Monarch and 

fHercules, by £40,000, so. costly is the 

luxury of being well defended. 
With such powerful means of keeping off 

the foe, or of attacking him in his own seas,


