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RON ships of war are not 
pretty to look at,—that is 
plain, without argument. But 
they have a magnificence of 

strength which constitutes a 
beauty in itself; and one 
cannot but feel, when look- 

ing at them, that even if they 
are ugly, they are so because 
they typify in the highest de- 
gree the spirit and the power 
of horrid and unchristian war. 

The beauty of their strength is a thing 
apart, and it is in this light that we would 
fain have our readers regard them. Our 
sense of national security will be largely in- 
creased after an inspection of these ships ; 
and when we’ consider that Devastations 
and Zhunderers, under the British flag, are 

intended to represent the order-keeping 
policeman rather than the aggressive sol- 
dier, we shall conclude that if there are to 

be police at all, itis better to have them 
irresistible, and that the surest way to 
insure the house against violence is for a 
strong man armed to keep it. The type of 
the strong-armed man who is to keep foes 
from these shores, is well shown in the 

Devastation, most aptly named. This ship 
is at the time of writing the most powerful 
war-ship in commission, whether in English 
or foreign waters. In company with her 
sister ship, the Zhunderer—on board of 
which took place a terrible boiler ex- 
plosion—she would be a match for any 
number of broadside ships that liked to 
‘attack her; and when these mighty ones 
are supplemented by the yet heavier-armed 
Dreadnought, and by the Luflexible, built 
on much the same pattern, but armed with 
8x-ton’ guns instead of 35 and 38-ton guns, 
they will be able to show front against any 
possible combination of foreign navies. 

It is remarkable to what great perfection 
naval architects have attained in construct-   
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ing these ships, when it is borne in mind 
that only fifteen years have elapsed since 
the first attempt was made to build on the 
turret plan. After much debate and many 
doubtings, the order was given, in 1862, to 
adapt the oyal Sovereign as a turret-ship, 
on the principle so long advocated by the 
late Captain Coles. Deep was the grief 
which the order inspired among the devotees 
of broadside ships, and deep also was the 
regret with which admirers of the old lines 
of beauty in a ship saw the fine three-decker 
cut down and converted into a floating 
battery. In the Prince Albert, an iron ship 
then under construction, turrets were intro- 
duced, and these ships, with their fine fixed 
turrets and their guns drawn inboard, were 
the earliest specimens of the new style. 

It is foreign to the purpose of the present 
paper, even if the limits of an article gave 
the space, to describe the successive 
changes which took place in the design of 
turret or “‘monitor” ships in the interval. 
It may be as well, however, to state that 
the number of turrets has been reduced in 
all the more recent ships to two, and that 
mobility of the turret, so as to give an 
opportunity of firing sideways or fore-and- 
aft, has superseded the idea of fixed turrets. 
To compensate for the reduced number of 
‘guns, cannon of larger weight have been 
given ; while the resisting power of the ship 
has been enormously increased by the 
growth of the armour, from four anda half to 
eighteen inches, in thickness. Masts, spars, 
and sails have vanished from the decks 
of these great war-ships, and superstructures 
calculated to catch the wind, retain the 
in-thrown sea, and to give a better target 
to an enemy, have also disappeared. 

Though there are ships which combine the 
turret principle with sailing power (as in the 
Monarch), experience has shown that they 
are poor sailers and embarrassed fighters ; 
and the fate of the unfortunate Captain,


