
THE PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA. 
  

ful,” cried Mohammed, “and die!” “See 

Mecca, the heavenly,” he cries again, “ and 

live, for it is the ‘Gate of Paradise !’” 

In fulfilment of this mandate, multitudes of 

devotees from all the more southern regions 

of the Old World seek, every year, the 

promised blessings of Mecca, and multi- 

tudes perish from the hardships of the 

ways that lead to them. 

The great routes by which the pilgrims 

reach Mecca are by land or sea, or bya 

combination of both. 

The Egyptian route is from Cairo, on the 

track taken by the ancient Israelites, across 

the desert to Suez, and from thence across 

the “great and terrible wilderness” of 

north Arabia to Akaba, at the head of the 

eastern branch of the Red Sea. Striking 

southward, it proceeds through the desolate 

and dangerous regions of west Arabia, until 

at length, after a journey of 1,000 miles, 

the sight of Mecca, “the inviolable,” gives 

to the pilgrims hope of rest and safety. 

The trials to which “faith” is exposed on 

the journey are almost beyond endurance. 

Fatigue kills many. ‘Thirst destroys many 

more. Ablution and cleanliness are im- 

practicable. The caravan, as it toils its 

slow length along, scorched by the sun, 

suffocated by the dust, and followed by the 

famished vulture, is amoving miasma. But 

the caravan, while it parts with its living 

load, gets richer as it goes. The treasures 

of the dead pilgrims swell the money bags 

and distend the wallets of survivors to an 

extent which enables the stronger members 

of the diminished host to devote larger 

funds to the service of alms, feasts, and 

sacrifices, in Mecca, than would, in weaker 

hands, have been regarded as prudent or 

possible. 

The Syrian route is from Damascus, run- 

ning in its course along the range of moun- 

tains which forms the eastern side of the 

valley of the Jordan, and passing through 

the old countries of Moab, Ammon, and 

Midian. 

Leaving the trans-Jordanic regions, it 
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traverses the great central desert of Arabia, 

proceeding to Dar Ayyah, and thence, after a 

journey of nearly 1,500 miles, to Mecca. 

This extraordinary journey, which, for the 

greater part, passes between sterile moun- 

tain ranges and over immense sandy wastes, 

is not less perilous or less fatal in character 

than that which sadly distinguishes the 

Egyptian route. The sufferings and mor- 

tality of the pilgrims exceed in degree those 

of the average calamities of war, and are 

only to be matched in the records of famine 

and pestilence. The wearied caravan 

arrives at Mecca despoiled of much of its 

living freight ; and, of the victims who have 

survived, numbers, weakened by disease, 

fail to obtain strength for the due obser- 

vance of the exhausting ceremonies of the 

holy festival, which consist in rapid marches 

round the Caaba, runnings between Safa 

and Merw4, throwing stones at evil spirits, 

ascents of Mount Arafat, and tumultuous 

sacrifices of sheep, goats, kine, or camels, 

in the valley of Mina. 

The principal marine routes are those fol- 

lowed in the voyages from the North 

African ports of Morocco, Algeria, Tunis, 

and Tripoli, to Egypt; the voyages from 

Constantinople, the ports of Turkey ; and 

the voyages from India, Persia, and the 

east coast of Africa. The passages by 

these routes, being mostly undertaken in 

sailing vessels; ill-appointed and of small 

capacity, are tedious, dangerous, and in all 

{ respects most unsatisfactory.’ 

To remedy the evils which at present 

attend the pilgrimage to Mecca, and to 

promote the good which it is capable of 

effecting, are not only humane objects, but 

they are of much commercial value and 

importance. The saving of human life is 

the first instinct of civilisation, and the pro- 

motion of its well-being is successfully 

sought through the instrumentality of com- 

mercial intercourse. The pilgrims trade as 

they travel. Mohammed says to them, “It 

shall be no crime in you to seek an income 

by trading during your pilgrimage.”


