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America has made one approach to the 

style of St. Peter’s, so fine as to obtain for 

it the character of being the noblest eccle- 

siastical building in the New World. This 

is Mexico Cathedral, begun in 1573, but 

not finished till 1657. It is 504 feet long, 

and 228 broad. The western facade pre- 

sents two bold towers 305 feet high. The 

dome is curiously placed, being near the 

east end, an arrangement which some 

authorities consider to give a magnificent 

OHAMMED has left in the 

commands, the injunction, 

“ Perform the pilgrimage to 

Mecca !” and its observance 

is held to be binding on all 

the millions of the human 

- race who practise the faith 

of Islam. ‘The great object 

sought in making the pil- 

grimage is to “ask pardon 

God” in the “first house 

appointed unto men to worship in,” where 

Abraham and Mohammed received revela- 

tions from heaven, and where “ whoever 

entereth therein” shall, for this life, and for 

that which is about’to come, “ be safe.” In 

issuing this paramount injunction Moham- 

med. was evidently desirous of making 

Mecca a central point of union in which all 

Mohammedans might congregate for the 

subjugation of the world, and for the ac- 

quisition of its material wealth. 

Mecca, the seat of the Mohammedan 

  

~ theocracy, is a Turkish city on the western 

Gaa
y. 

eoast of Arabia, about half-way down the 

Zed Sea, from which it is reached through 

the port of Jeddah. It is venerated as the 

spet on which Abraham and Ishmael are 

said to have erected the Caaba, or the First 

House of God, and which Mohammed 

adopted as the Temple of all True Belie- 

yers, The great Court cf the Temple is a 

  

Koran, as one of its solemn | 

  

interior vista. The next best ecclesiastical 

building in America is Arequipa Cathedral, 

Peru, built about two centuries ago, nearly 

destroyed by fire in 1844, and since rebuilt 

on much the same plan as before. The 

facade is of very considerable extent, and 

divided into five compartments by Co- 

rinthian pillars standing upon a low base- 

ment, but supporting only a fragment of 

an entablature. Of recent years church 

architecture has made a great advance. 

TEE BIBER! MAGE TO MECCA. 

large open area in the midst of the city, 

surrounded by piazzas, enclosed by massive 

walls, adorned by lofty minarets, and ap- 

proached by nineteen sacred gates. In the 

| centre stands the Beit Allah, the Holy of 

Holies, covered with rich black damask, 

embroidered with gold, formerly presented 

new every year by the Khalifs, afterwards 

by the Sultans of Egypt, and now by the 

Sultan of Turkey. After the Caaba, the 

chief objects of religious regard are the 

“Stones of Abraham,” on which he is re- 

corded to have stood during the building of 

the Caaba, and on one of which his foot- 

prints are stated to be still visible. Others 

within the sacred precincts are the Well of 

Hagar and the Tombs of Ishmael and 

Hagar. In the neighbourhood of the city 

are Mount Saféand Mount Merw4, between 

which Hagar and her son are supposed to 

have suffered want of water; the valley of 

Mina, in which Abraham’s faith overcame 

temptation; and Mount Arafat, where, ac- 

cording to Arabic tradition, Adam repented 

of his transgression. . 

Memorials of this character are held to 

be of such infinite value that visits to them 

are not only regarded as acts of filial reve- 

rence, but as certain means for obtaining, as 

declared inthe Koran, “ visitation of God.” 

Hence every Mussulman longs for the 

beatific visions which Mecca is believed by 

him to afford. “See Damascus, the beauti-


