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St. Sophia, at Constantinople, was built 

by the Emperor Justinian about 535 a.p., 

on the site of a small church which had 

been built by Constantine. It is nearly 

an exact square in plan, being 250 by 235 

feet, exclusive of projections called the 

narthex and the apse. The exterior is 

more remarkable for stability and majesty 

than for beauty; but the interior is famed 

for its dome. This dome is very little 

lower than a hemisphere, being 107 feet 

diameter by 46 feet high. Beyond the 

great dome, east and west, are two semi- 

domes, of a diameter equal to the great 

dome; and these are again cut by two 

smaller domes. All the pillars are of 

porphyry, verd antique, or rich marble ; all 

the flat surfaces are covered with a mosaic 

of beautifully varied slabs of marble ; and 

all the domes, roofs, and other curved 

surfaces, with mosaics on a gold ground. 

The effect of the dome, semi-domes, and 

quarter-domes, has been to give to the 

centre of the church the character of a 

gorgeous hall 250 feet long, 100 wide, and 

180 high—proportions which no Gothic 

architect has since attempted to equal. 

St. Petersburg contains one of the largest 

and most costly churches in Europe ; 

though architectural critics are divided in 

opinion as to its artistic merits. It stands 

in a magnificent square, bounded by the 

Neva on one side, and by large public 

buildings on the other three sides. ‘This 

cathedral or church, St. Isaac’s, is the 

third which has occupied the site. It was 
begun by the Emperor Alexander I. in 
1818, and finished by Alexander IJ. in 

1858, one architect, Montferrand, having 

superintended its construction from first to 

last. The cathedral is a rectangle, 305 

feet by 166; it covers a much smaller area 

than St. Paul’s, and therefore, regarded as 

a cathedral, is far from large; but it is 

certainly to be ranked among the largest 

of churches. It has the unusual feature 

of four magnificent porticoes, one in the 
centre of each front; these are octastyle 

Corinthian, and have rich alto-rilievi in the 

pediment. Two towers flank the principal   

facade; two others flank the opposite side; 
and in the centre of the whole mass is a 
dome. ‘The porticoes are considered to be 
the finest that have been erected in any 
part of Europe since the time of the 
Romans. Each column consists of one 
single piece of the most beautiful rose- 
coloured granite, 56 feet in height by 6% 
diameter. The entablature and nearly the 
whole exterior of the building are faced 
with granite. The drum of the dome is 

surrounded by a peristyle of twenty-four 
equidistant columns, each being a monolith 
of red granite. The four towers, or cupolini, 
are bell-towers, the Russians being famous 

for bells in their ecclesiastical arrangements. 
The interior of the church is absolutely 
crowded with magnificence; malachite 
and marble, painting and gilding, sculpture 
and ornament, are carried to such an ex- 

cess as absolutely to weary the eye, and 

destroy all idea of repose. 
Every country in Europe, with few ex- 

ceptions, is rich in specimens of cathedral 
architecture, especially England, France, 

Germany, and Italy. We can only notice 

one more in these brief pages. ‘The 
greatest recent work of this kind in Europe 

is unquestionably Cologne Cathedral. The 

old structure, consisting of little more than 

the choir, was in progress from the thirteenth 

to the sixteenth century, since which time 

the works remained dormant till the be- 

ginning of the present century, when the 

Germans throughout the ‘ Fatherland” 

took up the matter with much enthusiasm. 

Associations were formed, not only over 

the whole of Germany, but elsewhere in 

Europe, to collect funds for achieving the 

noble work; and the successive kings of 

Prussia have taken a lively interest in the 

work. The nave, aisles, and transepts, 

were finished in 1848; the portals in 1859; 

the central spire in 1860; ans all the other 

parts are now finished except the great 

towers, at an expense of three-quarters of 

a million sterling. When finally completed, 

the cathedral will be 511 feet long, 231 

broad, and nearly soo feet high. The 

whole is in the purest style of Gothic.


