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REMARKABLE 

mMonG the numerous cathe- 

drals which have been con- 

sidered remarkable for their 

dimensions, their architec- 

ture, or the richness of their 

decorations, that of St. 

Peter’s at Rome is, beyond 

all comparison, the most 

magnificent. The first stone 

was laid by Pope Julius II. 

in 1506, the main body of 
the edifice was completed in 

1614, and the colonnade added in 1667. 

‘The extreme inside length of the building, 

which is in the form of a Greek cross, is 

607 feet; the length of the transepts 445 

feet ; and the height, from the floor to the 

cross which surmounts the cupola, 458 

feet. “So vast are its dimensions,” says 

Maclaren, ‘that colossal statues and mo- 

numental groups of figures are stowed away 

in its aisles and recesses, without impairing 

the unity and simplicity of the plan, as they 

do in the St. Paul’s of London. Compar- 

ing it with the British cathedral, which, 

though longo intervallo, may well claim to 

be the second in the world, the floor of St. 

Peter’s covers about five English acres 

(nearly the size of the Colosseum), while 
that of St. Paul’s occupies only two acres; 
and the actual bulk, or entire contents, of 

the former as compared to the latter, are as 

four to one. And taking into account the 
number and splendour of the decorations 

of St. Peter’s, we need not wonder that it 

is supposed to have cost, with its monu- 

ments, gilding, and embellishments, from 
twelve to sixteen millions sterling ; whereas 
the cost of St. Paul’s did not exceed 
750,000! In the interior of these two 

noble buildings, the difference is scarcely 
less striking than between one of our old 
barn-like meeting-houses and the most 
elegant of our modern Episcopal churches ;   
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but as regards the exterior, all admit that 
in symmetry, purity of design, and true 
architectural beauty, the English is superior 
to the Roman. temple.” The extreme 
inside length of St. Paul’s is 510 feet, the 
length of the transepts 283, and the height 

to the cross 365 feet—an altitude which is 

greatly exceeded by the spire of Salisbury 

Cathedral, 404 feet. 

Milan Cathedral is the largest and 

richest of all the churches erected in the 

middle ages; and it is one in which the 
architect planned to cover the largest 

possible space from the fewest points of 
support. The interior has: double rows of 
aisles on each side of the nave, thus giving 
a magnificent width to the structure. 
Being erected between 1385 and 1440, it 

exhibits all the richness of architecture of 
that florid period. Not only is it the 
largest of all medizeval cathedrals (covering 
108,000 square feet), but it is almost un- 

paralleled for beauty of effect, being 

built wholly of white marble. The decora- 

tion is most lavish, the whole of the ex- 

terior being adorned with tracery and 
sculpture of the richest kind. The cathe- 

dral is 493 feet long, and 356 feet high to 

the top of the spire. The marble statues 

are said to amount to the almost incredible 
number of 4,400 ! 

The cathedral, or Duomo, of Florence, 

begun in 1296 and finished in 1426, is 

about 500 feet in length, and 384 in height 
to the top of the cross; its cupola is said 
to have furnished Michael Angelo with the 
first idea of that of St. Peter’s. The well- 

known cathedral of Strasburg has an in- 

terior length of 378 feet, and the height of 
its spire 474 feet, being, if the dimensions 

be accurate, little less than that of the 

Great Pyramid of Egypt. This spire is open 
work, and combines, with the most perfect 

solidity, extraordinary lightness and elegance.


