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twenty-two to thirty-eight hundredths of 
an inch, are moulded. The moulds consist 
of a series of pivoted bars, the outer pair 
of which have handles. The upper edges 
of these bars are hollowed to form the 
moulds, so that when they are closed to- 
gether, the opposite halves of each cavity 
unite, and it is only necessary to pour the 
lead into the apertures. The shot are thus 
at once moulded to the proper size, so that 
rumbling and polishing only are subse- 
quently required. 

Lead is very widely distributed through- 
out the British islands. The oldest mines, 
or, at least, those which we know to have 
been worked the longest, are in the neigh- 
bourhood of Wirksworth, in Derbyshire; 
the working of which can be traced back as 
far as the year a.D. 714. At the present 
time the most productive mines are situated 
in the great mineral chains of the North of 
England—in Northumberland, Cumberland, 
Durham, and Vork. Other English mines, 
almost equally productive, are worked in 
Devonshire and Cornwall. In Scotland 
lead is found in great, abundance in the 
“lead-hills” on the borders of Lanarkshire ; 
and Ireland has mines in Wexford, Donegal, 
Armagh, and in the mountains of Wicklow. 

There are several kinds of lead found in 
these islands, and, indeed, the list comprises 
as many as ten different varieties. The 

  

  

lead ore of commerce is, however, the 
variety which is most profitable to the 
manufacturer, to which mineralogists have 
given the, name of “galena,” and which 
contains from seventy to.eighty per cent. of 
pure metal. The value of this mineral, how- 
ever, is not determined so much by the 
percentage of pure lead which it will yield 
to the smelter as by the quantity of silver 
it contains. All British lead contains silver 
in greater or less quantities, and, as the 
precious metal is easily separated from the 
lead, it is that which fixes the value of the 
ore. Thus ores which are equally produc- 
tive of lead will occasionally differ a full 
half in value, and even more; the prices 
having been known to vary as much as 
from 47 to £20 the ton. 

The quantity of silver derived from the 
lead produced in the island of Great Britain 
amounts to near one million ounces per 
annum, and, valued at five shillings the 
ounce, is worth nearly £250,000. The 
lead of the southern mines yields a much 
greater quantity per ton than that of the 
northern, and the silver produce of Cornwall 
exceeds one-fourth of the whole amount. 
The yield of the lead-mines of these islands 
is about one hundred thousand tons of ore 
per annum, giving over seventy thousand 
tons of metal, the entire value of which 
may be taken at 41,000,000. 
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