
HOW LEAD SHOT IS MADE. 

straight lines, and bound over the edge of 
the slab into a bin placed beneath to re- 

ceive them ; while the shreds and pieces of 
metal not globular move in various direc- 
tions with a zig-zag motion, and, not acquir- 
ing sufficient impetus to overleap_, ur i) 
the ledge, are deposited in a re- nh i 
ceptacle at the end of the in- 
cline. 

The shots, which shone like 

silver on being taken from the 
water, assume a white frosted 

appearance after being dried. 
The sorting of them is the next 
process, and it is accomplished 
by means of a machine made 
somewhat on the principle of the 
flour-dressing machine, and which, 
while the shot revolves in perfor- 

ated cylinders, deposits the sev- 

    

      

  

                eral sizes in their repective bins. | 
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The final process intheir manu- ij Wi 1 
\\ 

facture is that of blackening and li ius       polushing. This is done by put-         
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sparrow-shot, is less than the smallest pin’s 
head, A still smaller size than this is made 
at some shot factories, which is not bigger 
than grains of sporting gunpowder, and is 
prized by naturalists and collectors, who 
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                                                                                                                                  ting several hundredweights of 

the shot at a time into a cast-iron 
barrel, together with a certain 
quantity of black-lead powder ; 
the barrel is then stopped tight, 

and made to revolve rapidly by 

means of the steam-engine. When 

taken from the barrel, the shots 

are smoother, more globular, and 
have changed their frosted white 
hue for the shining jet-black 
appearance with which everybody 

is familiar. Nothing now remains 
to be done save to pack them, 
and sew them tightly up in stout 
canvas bags weighing twenty- 
eight pounds each—a_ business 
which is mostly accomplished by 
women, whom we find at the 

work in a large room appropriated 

to them. 

There are twelve sizes of shot known to 
sportsmen, and which are designated by 
their numbers. The largest, called also 
swan-shot, is nearly as large as a common 
field pea; the smallest, or No. 12, called 
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AT THE BOTTOM OF THE TOWER. 

use it on their travels for shooting butter- 
flies and small tropical birds, which would 

probably be torn to pieces if struck by shot 

of average size. 
Buck-shot, which range in size from


