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through the holes in fine threads, and form- | Therefore he first covers the bottom of the 
ing into globules in the course of their | colander with a layer, tolerably thick, of the 
descent. dross or oxide of lead taken from the sur- 

We note that the operator does not pour | face of the melting-pot, and does not pour 

the fluid metal into an empty colander: he ! in his charge until he has proved by experi- 
ment that he has interposed a 
sufficient quantity of this stuff, 
and no more, to regulate the 

flow. Then he ladles out the lead 
pretty rapidly, and, as it flows 
through in a continuous stream, 
we hear it plunging into the deep 
water-vat placed for its reception 

below. 
There is not much more to see 

in this grim sky-parlour, and, 

after looking round us for a few 

minutes, we begin to retrace our 

steps down the spiral staircase. 
We have not descended much 

more than half the distance when 

the voice of our friend above is 

heard in a shout of warning to 

those below, and the next mo 

ment down comes another charge 

of the liquid metal. The fall is 
accompanied by a sharp hissing 

sound, and it has the appearance 

of a dazzling cataract of glisten- 
ing silver, startlingly beautiful to 

look at, yet forcing one to recoil 
instinctively from its terrible 

swoop. As the stream plunges 

into the water below the noise 
might be compared to a thousand 

or two volunteers maintaining a 

continuous fire from their rifles. 
At the bottom we find the men 

removing the shot from the tub, 
which, shining like silver, are 

carried off to the drying-room, 
where they are dried upon iron 
plates heated by steam. The 
method of separating the imper- 
fect shot from the perfect ones is 
ingeniously simple. The whole 

tells us that, if he were to do so, it would | are strewed about along the upper part of 
flow too fast, and the result would not be | an inclined plane formed by a slab of 
shot in any quantity, but rather long, elliptic, | smooth iron tilted at a certain angle: the 
and irregularly-shaped pieces of metal. | well-formed round shot roll down rapidly in 
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AT THE TOP OF THE TOWER.


