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magnitude of the stones employed by refer- 
ring to one which is now lying near the place 

from which it was quarried. This stone | 
measures about 7o feet long by 14 feet 

broad and 17 feet deep. The marvel is 
how stones of this size were moved and 
elevated to their present position in the 
buildings. 

The ruins consist of three distinct build- | 
ings, viz., the two greater temples, and the 
lesser one called the Circular Temple. The 
Great Temple covers an area of nearly 
1,000 feet from east to west, and about 500 
feet from south to north. A few of the 
columns on the south side are still standing, 
with the foundations of the peristyle and 
the base ofthe columns. These stand on an 
elevated platform about 40 feet from the 

plain. This temple seems to have consisted 
of a centre court of 4oo feet square, 

surrounded with portico and peristyle, the 
columns of which were 65 feet high, and 
over this was an entablature of 14 feet 

formed of immense blocks of stone beauti- 
fully and elaborately sculptured. 

The next, and by far the mest magnifi- 
cent of all the ruins, has been called the 

Temple of the Sun. The walls, and some 

portions of the peristyle and _ portico, 
are still standing; these are raised on 
a platform of 30 feet from the ground. 
Six of the columns, with their architrave, 
are still in their original position. The 
building is in the form of the Parthenon of 
Athens, but larger, and of a different order, 

this being pure Corinthian. The height of 
the columns now standing is about 65 feet, 
including base and capital, and resting on 
these are the remains of a beautiful 
architrave. But the marvel of this building 
is the remains of the great portal. It was 
21 feet wide and 42 feet high, surmounted 

by an architrave and frieze of nearly 20 feet. 
This magnificent portal was shattered by an 
earthquake in 1759. ‘The centre stone of 
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the lintel has given away, and now both 

sides hang in the air, but even in its ruins 

it forms one of the most wonderful works 

of skill and labour in the world. The late 

David Roberts says of it: “‘ This is perhaps 

the most elaborate work, as well as the 

most exquisite in its detail, of anything of 

its kind in the world.” 

The last and smallest of these ruins is 

called the Circular Temple, lying to the 

south-east of the Great Temple. This was 

at one time used by the Greek Christians as 

a church, but is now neglected. It is per- 

haps the purest and most classical of all 

these buildings, and of the best period of 

Greek art, and is supposed to have beert 

dedicated to Venus. The walls and 

beautiful entablature are now rent and 

dilapidated, and as nothing is done to 

sustain them, the whole may in a short 

time be nothing but an indistinguishable 
heap of ruins. : 

It is rather curious that we should know 

less of this once magnificent city than of 
any other in Palestine. It is not once 
mentioned in sacred history that I am 

aware of, and it is but slightly referred ‘to 

by Greek and Roman writers. There is no 

doubt, however, that it was an early and 

important city of the Phoenicians, and 

retained its importance down through the 

Greek and Roman period, till the blight of 

the Moslem fell upon it. 

We had scarcely four hours to ride over 

these ruins, and of course had no time to 

look into details, but the ¢out ensemble has 

left on my mind a dream of pleasure and 
satisfaction which I find it impossible to 

describe, but which I can never forget ; 

and if I had had no other object in my 

journey, I should consider the privilege of 

visiting these splendid ruins before barbar- 
ism. and earthquakes have strewed them 

over the ground an ample reward. for all 

my troubles and fatigues.


