
THE RUINS OF BAALBEC. 

determination. Again I felt myself gliding | 

through the slippery water, which, from its | 

density, gave one the idea of swimming 

through a thick jelly ; again I experienced 

the same change of temperature in the water 

as I descended; and again the agonising 

sensation in my ears and eyes made me 

waver. But now reason and resolution 

urged me on, although every instant the 

yain increased as I descended ; and at the 

depth of six or seven fathoms I felt a 

sensation in my ears like that produced by 

the explosion of a gun; at the same mo- 

ment I lost all sense of pain, and afterwards 

reached the bottom with a facility which I 

had thought unattainable. I no sooner 

found myself at the surface again than I 

became sensible of what had happened to 

my ears, eyes, and mouth: I was literally 

bleeding from each of these, though wholly 

unconscious of it. But now was the great- 

est danger in diving, as the sharks, mantas, 

and dintereros, have an astonishingly quick 

scent for blood.” 

In a short time our adventurous hero 

became a most expert diver; and after 

numerous submarine excursions, he ascer- | 

tained that, on the coast of California, the   
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pearl-oysters are not lying, as he had always 

previously supposed them to be, in regular 

beds or heaps, but that they chiefly occurred 

in sheltered bays, the bo*toms of which 

were covered with large rovks; and that 

they were most abundant in fissures or clefts 

of these rocks, adhering firmly by a strong 

byssus,—so strongly, indeed, that it requires 

no little force to tear them away. In such 

a coast as that, therefore, diving-bells, he 

soon saw, could be of no use, for though 

they would afford, a complete protection to 

the diver from the voracious monsters of the 

deep, yet the particular situations in which 

the oysters occurred most abundantly would 

necessarily prevent the people employed in 

descending in the diving-bells from reach- 

ing them. 

In diving, Mr. Hardy tells us it is usual 

for the person so employed to carry a short 

stick about nine inches long, and pointed at 

both ends. Armed with this, an experienced 

diver will often fight the shark in its own 

domain. He grasps the stick in the middle ; 

and when attacked by the shark, he thrusts 

it into the monster’s expanded jaws, in such 

a position that, in attempting to seize his vic- 

tim, the jaws close upon the sharp points. 

  

  

HE day was clear 

and beautiful, and 

we were able to 

inspect the fa- 

mous temple-ruins 

under the most 

favourable circum- 

The’ situation of the 

ancient city is not unlike that of 

Ephesus. The ruins lie partly 

in a valley at the base of Anti- 

Lebanon. The walls of the 

city are about two and a half miles in 

circumference, only small portions of which 

are now standing. The whole space within 

    
  

  these walls is strewed with ruins, consisting 

and portions of friezes, exquisitely sculp- 

tured, giving one some faint idea of the 

original beauty and magnitude of the 

buildings. 

The architecture is evidently the work of 

different ages. The huge masses of stone 

that form the substructure of platforms and 

walls are of the Cyclopean period known as 

that of the Early Phcenician, and perhaps 

anterior to that of the Temple of Jerusalem ; 

but the most beautiful of the ruins are of 

the Greek and Roman period. ‘The lime- 

stone of which the platform and walls are 

formed, was quarried in the neighbourhood, 

and some idea may be formed of the


