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awoke perfectly refreshed, and ready for 

another journey. He had walked upwards 

of fifty miles. 

Livingstone was a strong advocate for 

teetotalism ; when at Ongar, he and some of 

the other students drew up a pledge which 

they severally signed. He did not in his 

student days shine as a speaker ; his delivery 

was slow and hesitating. It is recollected 

that he once bestowed great pains on the 
composition of a sermon which he intended 

to repeat from memory; but when he 

mounted the pulpit, and attempted to do 

so, the whole had escaped him. 

After he left Ongar, he came to London, 

and attended, we believe, some of the me- 

dical classes in connection with University 

College. As a medical man, and master 
of the healing art, a missionary enjoys 

many advantages. Dr. Livingstone was 

perfectly well aware of this. He writes, 

“Tt was with unfeigned delight I became a 
member of a profession which is pre-emi- 

nently devoted to practical benevolence, 

and which, with unwearied energy, pursues 

from age to age its endeavours to lessen 

human woe.” The outbreak of the opium 

war with China compelled him reluctantly 

to abandon his intention of proceeding to 
that country; but he was happily led to 

bestow his attention to South Africa, where 
at that time the successful labours of Mr. 
(now Dr.) Moffat were attracting the atten- . 
tion of the Christian public in this country ; 
and, in order to co-operate with him in the 
great work, he landed at Cape Town in 

1840. : 

Up to this period of his life we have 
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scarcely any details. He is almost silent 
as to the dawn of that religious spirit within 

him which helped to make him what he 
was. This was, asa writer in the British 

Quarterly Review points out, the healthy 
practical devotion which forms the best 

comment on St, James’s words, “ Ye see 

then how that by works a man is saved, 

and not by faith only.” Yet it is pleasant 

to note in the fulness of his fame the 
fondness with which he recalled the me- 

mory of those plain old Christian brethren 
who had been as ministers of Christ to him 
in his native village. “ Now, lad,” said one 

of them on his deathbed to the future 

apostle of Africa, ‘‘ make religion the every- 

day business of your life—not a thing of fits 

and starts; for if you do not, temptation 

and other things will get the better of you.” 

And there is one sentence of his own which, 

coming from one so reticent, carries a world 

of meaning: “In the glow of love which 

Christianity inspires I soon resolved to de- 

vote my life to the alleviation of human 

misery.” 
Thus the man was ready, and only awaited 

some indication of his future life. Strong- 

willed, honest, and sturdily independent as 

he was, influences had reached him that 

unsealed the larger love of life already latent 

within. A career of money-getting, or the 

ambition of fame, or even the pursuit of 

knowledge, had no charms for the ardent 

youth. In his heart of hearts he had the 

great principle implanted of love to God 

and love to man. In his case, at any rate, 

the enthusiasm of humanity was the direct 

result of religious principle.   
  

  
  

  

      
  

    
  
    

    
                        

                                                  
                                                

    
  

  
      

  
  

  
      

                    

      
                    
  

  
  

    
                          
          
  
  

    
  

  
 


