
DAVID LIVINGSTONE: 

back was when he refused to read Wilber- 
force’s “Practical View.” The doctor’s 
mother was cast in a gentler mould. 

It was the dream of Livingstone, while 
even a “‘piecer” at the mills, to become a 
student at the Glasgow University. 

It was fortunate for Livingstone that he 
was a Scotchman, and could avail himself 
of such an advantage. In his nineteenth 
year he became a spinner, and his wages 
were raised. His labours now became 
very severe, and to a youth 
naturally delicate, excessively 
trying; but he was enabled to 
realize his ambitious hopes, and 
to become a student at the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow. During the 
winter, therefore, he studied 
medicine and Greek ; and in the 
summer attended divinity lec- 
tures, to attend which he had to 
walk to and from his father’s 
house daily, a distance of nine 
miles. He never received a 
particle of aid from any one, nor 
did he expect any. In his own 
mind he was only doing what 
others did. In his case, however, 
he had an additional stimulus, 

There had been a religious 
awakening in his neighbourhood 
when he was sixteen, and Living- 
stone had come under its influ- 
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London Missionary Society, which, as they 
assured him, sent “ neither episcopacy, pres 
byterianism, nor independency,” but the 
gospel of Christ, to the heathen, he was 
induced to offer himself for the accep- 
tance of that Society. “Yet,” he says, 
“it was not without a pang I offered my- 
self ; for it was not quite agreeable to one 
accustomed to work in his own way 
to become, in a measure, dependent on 

' others, and I would not have been much 

    

  ence; and to be a missionary       
                            

amongst the Chinese was his 
purpose when he attended the 
classes of the university. Unaided         

  
    

  

  by any patronage, he finished his 
course, and was admitted as a 
licentiate. His success was nearly marred, 
however, by the persistency with which he, 
in the presence of the examiners, adhered 
to an opinion of his own about the powers 
of the stethoscope. 

And in the same uncompromising spirit 
of independence he had intended to make 
his way to-China unhampered by connec- 
tion with any organised society. But some 
friends having commended to his conside- 
tation the unsectarian character ot the 
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put about though my offer had been 
rejected.” 

_ When his offer of himself was accepted, 

he was sent for a while to a little town in 
Essex, Ongar, where several students in- 

tended for missionary work, or for minis- 

terial usefulness at home, were placed under 

the care of the Rev. Mr. Cecil, an Inde- 

pendent minister there, and nephew of the 

celebrated Cecil, the Evangelical clergyman, 

| whose memory in many circles is yet dear


