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having a yellow staff, which would seem to 
have impressed the islanders more than the 
new teaching, as the new gospel was known 
by the name of the “ Religion of the Yellow 
Staff.” 

It is curious to observe how the line of 
demarcation has been rigorously maintained 
between the two races that inhabit Scotland. 
Livingstone was not a Lowlander, though 
he was born in the Lowlands. The line of 
demarcation between the Highlands and 
Lowlands has kept the inhabitants of the 
two divisions of Scotland so distinct that 
for seven centuries, as General Stewart ob- 

serves, Birnam Hill, at the entrance into 
Athole, has formed the boundary between 
the Lowlands and Highlands, and between 
the Saxon and Gaelic languages. On the 
southern and eastern sides of the hill 
breeches are worn, and the Scotch dialect 
spoken with as broad an accent as in Mid 
Lothian. On the northern and western 
sides are found the Gaelic, the kilt and the 
plaid, with all the peculiarities of Highland 
character. 

The Gaelic is universal as the common 
dialect in use among the people on the 
Highland side of the boundary. This ap- 
plies to the whole range of the Grampians. 
These people for a long time lived in a 
state of independence of British rule. The 
division of the country into so many straths 
and valleys and islands, separated from one 
another by mountains or arms of the sea, 
naturally gave rise to various distinct so- 
cieties ; and individuals of superior pro- 
perty, courage, or ability, naturally became 
their chiefs ; thatis, at once their lawgivers, 
their judges, and their military chiefs, pretty 
much as is the case with the Kaffirs of the 
present day. 

The whole race was thus broken up into 
many individual masses, possessing a com- 
munity of customs and character, but placed 
under different jurisdictions, and every dis- 
trict became a petty independent state. 
The Highlander was then a very different 
man to the Lowlander, and remains so in 
his impatience of restraint, in his love of 
travel and adventure, in his honourable 

  

  

desire to carve ‘a way for himself in the 
world. The Livingstones had been of this 
race for ages. 

But the time came when the family had 
to leave their island home and seek a living 
elsewhere. With feelings which onty those 
who know the Highlander can appreciate, 

the head of the Livingstones left his island, 
and with his family removed to the banks 
of the Clyde above Glasgow, and near the 
large cotton works at Blantyre. The exten- 
sive factory of cotton-spinning and calico- 
weaving, established there as far back as 
1785, gave extensive employment to many 
workpeople. It was there the grandfather 
died at an advanced age. As his sons had 
received as good an education as it was 
possible to give them in the Western Islands, 
the proprietors of the cotton mills received 
them as clerks. Ultimately, however, they 

entered the army, and bore themselves 
bravely in the battles at that time fought 
with France. 

David’s father, partly on account of his 
family, partly from his conscientious aver- 
sion toa soldier’s life, remained at home, 
and kept a small shop—a calling which 

does not appear to have been the means of 
making his fortune. He died in February, 
1856, when, as the traveller writes, ““I was 

at the time on my way below Zumbo, ex- 

pecting no greater pleasure in this country 
than sitting by our cottage fire and telling 
him my travels.” 

The future traveller and African explorer 
was born on March 19, 1813, at Blantyre. 

The small country town of Hamilton, where 

his sisters and daughters resided, is two 
miles beyond Blantyre, and ten miles from 

Glasgow. Between these places, a mile 
from Hamilton, is Bothwell Brig, where the 
Covenanters were defeated in 1679, as 

described by Sir Walter Scott in his ‘ Old 
Mortality.” The ruins of Blantyre Priory, 
the massive pile of Bothwell Castle, the 
ducal palace of Hamilton and Brandon, 

with the remains of the primitive forest and 
its far-famed white wild bulls, are close to 

the home of Livingstone’s childhood. He 
was certainly familiar with all their historic


