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THE CASTALIA, 

TWIN STEAMSHIPS. 

THE CASTALIA AND THE 

7 \ Rom hard experience the natives 

EZ of Ceylon and Southern India 

SQ a, have discovered that the cata- 

maran, a rough form of twin UG 
Ona) 2 ‘ : 
eds ship, is the best adapted to 
7 ND withstand the tossing about in to 
G 

   
      

2 

} the rough seas. Captain Dicey, who 

was for many years master attendant at 

the port of Calcutta, had considerable 

opportunity of observing the stability and 

trustworthiness of this form of craft, and 

felt great confidence in the soundness 

of the principle. He accordingly de- 

signed the Castalia, which has been 

running across the Channel since August, 
1875. The Castalia is formed of two se- 

parate hulls, bridged over by one deck, the 

space between being occupied by the 

paddle-wheels. The extreme length of the 

vessel is 290 feet, and the breadth of the 

doubie hull is 60 feet; while each hull is 

provided with separate engines and a 
rudder at each end. Though not so fast a 

boat as her designer expected, she has rea- 

lized a witty observation of Lord Granville, 

on the occasion of her christening by the   

CALAIS-DOUVRES. 

Countess, “that her ladyship’s godchild 

was expected to be more steady and trust- 

worthy than fast.” 

Dissatished with the low rate of speed 

obtained by the Castalia, her proprietors, 

the Channel Steamship Company, ordered 

a new ship of Messrs. Leslie, of _Hebburn- 

on-Tyne. The Calais-Douvres, also a twin 

ship, outwardly not unlike the Castalia, but 

really of very different construction, is the 

result. A homely comparison will set the 

difference between the two twin ships ina 

clear light. Ifa lemon be cut in two lon- 

gitudinally, the half of it will have the rough 

outline of a boat. If this half be again 

divided lengthwise, the two halves pulled 

slightly apart and then prevented from fall- 

ing asunder by a bridge, it will convey a 

fair idea of the Castalia, which is a ship split 

open and linked together again, with a space 

between the halves for the paddle-wheels to 

work in. The space left between the two 

halves of the ship is therefore a gulf of 

equal width from stern to stern. In con- 

structing this vessel Messrs. Leslie thought 

it well to abandon the plan of splitting one 
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