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wx\\ HE Leopard (Felis leopardus) 
isa native of Asia and Africa. 

It much resembles the tiger, 

except in having black spots 
instead of stripes; butit is a 
much smaller animal, and is 

distinguished from the pan- 
ther by the spots being 
arrayed in clusters instead of 
singly. When hunted with 
dogs, the leopard usually 
takes to a tree. The natives 

of India sometimes call it the tree tiger, 
from its agility in climbing trees; antelopes, 
monkeys, deer, and even birds fall a prey 
to its activity. In the ease and celerity of 

.lts bounds nothing can equal it, and the 
flexibility of its body and limbs enables it 
to creep along the ground with the cautious 
silence of a snake upon its unsuspecting 
prey. Its swiftness in pursuit is made use 
of in Daniel’s vision to denote the extreme 
rapidity of Alexander’s conquests. A well- 
known habit of the leopard is to lie in wait 
by the roadside near a village or watering- 
place, and watch for hours its opportunity 
of pouncing upon the cattle. This fact 

strikingly illustrates the passages, ‘A leopard 

shali watch over their cities,” and “As a 

leopard by the way will I observe them.” 
In the Hebrew the leopard is called 

namer,; and it would seem that it was 

formerly common in the Holy Land, as 
several places bear names which intimate 
that they were infested with them ; as Nim- 
tah, Beth-nimrah, and waters of Nimrim. 
“In the forests of Gilead,” says Canon 
Tristram, “it is still so numerous as to be 
a pest to the herdsmen, who, with their 
inferior weapons, are somewhat loth to 
encounter it in the chase, for a wounded 
leopard is the most terrible and cruel of 
beasts. The sheikh of one village showed 
me no less than four skins of leopards 
recently killed. About the Dead Sea we 
frequentiy saw their traces. We also   
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tracked them on Mount Tabor, but through- 

out Galilee they are rare. A leopard’s 
skin is highly prized asa saddle-cloth by 
the Turkish officials, and also is frequently 
worn over the shoulders by a certain class 
of dervishes.” 

Amongst the Kaffirs of Southern, Africa 

the leopard’s skin is part of the insignia 
of majesty, and a girdle of leopard’s tails 
is proof of the courage of its possessor. 
The teeth of the leopard are curiously 
strung with beads and wire into a necklace, 
and hung about the throat of the dusky 
warrior; the claws also are put to a similar 
use, and the skin is carefully dried and 
dressed to serve asa cloak—or “‘kaross,” 
as it is called. 

The following anecdote, showing the 
cunning of the Indian leopard, is narrated 
by the Rev. J. G. Wood: “An ox had 
been killed, and the joints were hung up 
in a native house, which was close toa 
spot where a sentry was posted. In the 
evening the sentry gave an alarm that some 
large animal had entered the house. A 
light was procured, and a number of people 
searched the several rooms of which the 
house was composed, without discovering 
the cause of the alarm. They. were just 
about to retire, when one of the party 
caught sight of a leopard which was cling- 
ing to the thatched roof immediately above 
the hooks on which the meat was suspended. 
No sooner did the animal discover that its 
presence was known than it dropped to the 
floor, laid about it vigorously with its claws, 
and leaping through the doorway, made its 
escape, leaving several souvenirs of its visit 
in various scratches, one of which was in- 
flicted on the sentry who gave the alarm, 
and kept him to his bed for several weeks. 
The consternation caused by such an attack 
was very great, and many who escaped the 
leopard’s claws suffered severely from 
bruises which they received in the general 
rush towards the door.”


