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ye lS A WONDERFUL BREAKWATER. 
SCHSS Sb oxaxo SAVRA\NcLanp’s south-western coast | stone cargoes and shot them out.       is beset with perils, and no 

part was once more dange- 
22 rous than Plymouth Sound. 

The old people of that town 

tell fearful stories of ship- 
wrecks which occurred when 

they were young, or tales 

which were told them by their 
fathers. The Plymouth 
churchyards and burial 
grounds are full of memorials 

of sailors drowned within sight of home. 
The dangerous nature of the anchorage 

in the Sound long ago attracted the 
attention of the Government, and as early 

as 1788 a plan was proposed for rendering 
it secure. In 1811, the great engineer 
Rennie, in conjunction with Mr. Whidbey, 
proposed a mole, or breakwater, to run 
across the middle of the Sound, leaving a 
channel for ships to pass at each end. It 
was determined to build the breakwater of 
blocks hewed from the limestone quarries 
of Oreston, in Catwater, which were pur- 
chased by the Government from the Duke 
of Bedford for £10,000, The time of its 
erection was to be six years, and its expense 
about a million. Both these items, as is 

well known, were greatly exceeded. 
The Prince Regent’s birthday, the rath 

of August, 1812, was fixed for the com- 
mencement of this undertaking. From the 
quarries, which had been opened on the 
7th, a vessel brought to the spot a gigantic 
stone, of several tons’ weight, and, plunging 
it into the sea, laid the foundation of this 
novel structure. Stones continued to be 
brought day after day to be discharged 
upon the spot, the outline of the break- 
water being marked by two tiers of buoys. 
Of course it was a long while before the 
stones had become so piled as to appear 
above water-mark. Till then vessels of 
peculiar construction brought their lime-   

had sterns very high and very wide, con- 
taining two large ports, side by side, the 
doors of which when lowered formed in- 

clined planes. In at these doors ran trucks 
containing stones from the quarry, and they 

moved along iron railways fixed in the hold. 
Sixteen trucks could thus be accommodated 
in this way.. There were also railways for 
the deck, which could in some cases carry 

six or eight of these loaded wagons. The 
ports were closed, and away went the stone- 

burthened ships to the line of buoys. 
Then after the vessel had anchored between 
the lines the stern ports were opened, the 
trucks, one after another, were run out to 

the edge, the stone was canted into the 
water, and the empty vehicle hoisted 
up to the vessel deck, ready to be run out 
at the quarry quay for reloading. Forty 
or fifty minutes sufficed for the discharge 

of one of these cargoes. Ina single week 

as many as 15,379 tons of stone have 
been thrown into the deep to contribute to 

this ever-growing breakwater. On the 31st 
of March, 1813, to the joy of all con- 

cerned, the corners of the stones were seen 

peeping above the surface when the tide 

ran out. The blocks now soon began to 
prevent the vessels from discharging their 
cargo as they had done. So a new plan 
was adopted. A very strong mast was 
placed in a vessel, and a boom, or sheer, 

fixed to it, whence it was called a sheer 
vessel. The boom, or sheer, formed a sort 
of crane, projecting far beyond the vessel’s 
side, so that by this means stones were 
raised out of the hold and swung into their 
proper place upon the surface of the spread- 
ing heap. When the work had been 
brought as high as was necessary blocks 
as square and as even as_ possible were 

fixed on the top for persons to walk upon. 
When the men had been toiling at the 

construction of this monster mole for about


