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Each boat carries twenty men, with a 
pilot. Ten of these men are rowers, and 
also assist the divers in ascending ; and the 
other ten are, divers. Those from Colang, 
a small place on the Malabar coast, are 
reckoned the most expert, and are only 
rivalled by the Lubbahs, who remain in the 
island of Manaar for the purpose of being 
trained. These divers go down five at a 
time alternately, thus giving each other 
time to recruit. Accustoméd to this trade 
from their infancy, these men fearlessly 
descend to the bottom in from four to ten 
fathoms water; and to accelerate their 

descent, they use a large stone. Five of 
these are. brought in each boat, composed 
of red granite, of a pyramidal shape, round 
at top and bottom, and having the smaller 
end perforated with a hole,so as to admit 
a rope. 

When about to plunge, the diver seizes the 
rope to which the stone is attached with the 
toes of his right foot, taking a bag made of 
network with his left. Accustomed to make 
use of his toes to work with and to hold by, 
the Indian can pick up articles with them 
almost as well as a European can with his 
fingers. He then seizes hold of another 
rope .with his right hand, and, holding his 
nostrils shut with his left, plunges to the 
bottom. He there contrives to hang his 
net around his neck, and with much dex- 
terity and despatch collects as many oysters 
as he can while he is able to remain under 
water ; then-pulling the rope, which he con- 
tinues to hold in his right hand, he gives 
the signal to his comrades in the boat, who 
drawhim up with his cargo, the large stone 
which he carried down being left behind, 
to be drawn up by the rope attached to it. 
The oysters are sometimes found, according 
to Sir Alexander Johnston, in what are called 
cables or ropes, of which a good diver is 
immediately sensible, and coils the whole 
into his net without breaking it. At such 
times, or when the ground is well clothed 
with them, the diver will bring up one 
hundred and fifty shells at a dip. 

  

The exertion undergone during this pro- 

cess is so violent that upon being brought 

into the boat, the divers discharge water 
from the mouth, ears, and nostrils, and 

frequently even blood. This does not, 

however, prevent them going down again ; 
and they will often make from forty to fifty 

plunges in a day. Some rub their bodies 
with oil, and stuff their ears and nostrils, to 

prevent the water from entering, while others 

use no precautions whatever. The time 

the divers can remain under water, at the 

depth of seven fathoms, seldom exceeds 

one minute; sometimes one and a half, 

though they are occasionally known to 

remain about two. Mr. Perceval asserts 

that there are instances known of divers 

who could even remain four or five. minutes, 

which was the case, he says, of a Caffre 

boy, the last year he visited the fishery. 

The longest instance ever known, he adds, 

was a diver who came from Arjango, who 

remained under water absolutely full six 

minutes ; and Mr. Morier, in his “ Journey 

through Persia,” asserts that the divers at 

Bahrein can remain five minutes under 

water. They seldom live to a great age; 

their bodies break out in sores, and their 

eyes become very weak and_ bloodshot. 

‘Indeed, they often die from over-exertion, 

being struck down on arriving at the surface 

as if by ashock of apoplexy. Itis recorded 

of one that he died immediately after he had 

reached land, having brought with him, 

amongst other shells, one that contained 

a pearl of surprising size and lustre. 

The danger, however, which the divers 

dread most arises from the chance of their 

falling in with the ground-shark, a terrible 

creature, which prowls near the bottom, 

and proves a source of perpetual uneasiness 

to the adventurous pearl-fisher. 

The island of Bahrein, in the Persian Gulf, 

also supplies a large number of pearls ; and 

the fisheries in the Gulf of Panama and on 

the coast of California are still carried on, 

though they are not so vroductive as 
formerly,


