
GEORGE STEPHENSON, THE RAILWAY PROJECTOR. 
  

chester and Liverpool Railway. This was 
a work of considerable difficulty, owing to 
the opposition of the landowners. But the 
survey was made. in support of the bili, 
he had to attend as a witness before the 
committee of the House of Commons, 
where his assertion that it would not be 
difficult to make a locomotive travel fifteen 
or even twenty miles an hour, provoked one 
of the members to reply, that the engineer 
could only be fit for a lunatic asylum. In 
face of the opposition it was deemed 
desirable to withdraw the bill; but the 
directors ordered a fresh survey, and the 
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GEORGE STEPHENSON’S ‘* LOCOMOTION.” 

At Darlington, 

Hackworth’s “ Sanspareil,” and  Braith- 
waite and Ericson’s “Novelty.” The test 
assigned was to run a distance of thirty 
miles at not less than ten miles an hour, 
backwards and forwards along a two-mile 
level near Rainhill, with a load three times 
the weight of the engine. The “Novelty,” 
after running twice along the level, was 
disabled by failure of the boiler-plates, and 
withdrawn. The “Sanspareil,” traversed 
eight times at a speed of nearly fifteen miles 
an hour, when it was stopped by derange- 
ment of the machinery. The “ Rocket” 
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bill this time passed. George received the 
appointment of chief engineer of the works, 
at a salary of £1000 per annum. His great 
difficulty was Chat Moss, but this was ulti- 
mately completed, to the astonishment of 
the most eminent engineers. During the 
progress of the work the directors offered a 
prize of £500 for the best locomotive to 
go at the rate of ten miles an hour! 
Stephenson determined to compete, and 
built an engine called the “ Rocket” 
for the purpose. The trial came off on 
October 8th, 1829, when three engines were 
brought forward :- Stephenson’s “Rocket,”   
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was the only one to stand the test and 
satisfy the conditions. It travelled over 
the stipulated thirty miles in two hours 
and seven minutes nearly, with a speed, 
at times, of twenty-nine miles an hour, 
and at the lowest nearly twelve; in the 
latter case exceeding the advertised maxi- 
mum ; in the former tripling it. The prize 
was at once awarded to the makers of the 
“Rocket.” “This engine,” as is well re- 
marked, “was not only remarkable for its 
speed, but also for the contrivances by 
which that speed was attained. Most im- 
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