
space, the whole forming one great apart- 
ment, the various parts of which are devoted 
to the different sections of the telegraphic 
service. Thus the central square is set 
apart for circuits extending into various 
parts of England and Wales; the north- 
east and south-east wings are for the 
suburbs of London; the north-west for 
Scotland and Ireland, and so on. In all 

these divisions together there are, during 
the busiest part of the day, nearly a 
thousand clerks employed, male and female, 
working together. Under no circumstances, 
it should be said, however, are females 

employed between 8 p.m. and 8am. Dur- 

ing the night there are 300 male clerks 

employed here, including a special staff 

for newspaper work, between 5 p.m. and 
za.m. This news staff consists of operators 

' selected from among the most rapid and 
experienced in the service. What amount 
of work they can achieve under pressure 
may be given in the words of a report of the 
Postmaster-General :—‘‘ On one occasion, 

when an important debate took place in 

Parliament, and when in addition there 

were an unusual number of iateresting oc- 

currences in different parts of the country, 
nearly 440,000 words—equal to about 220 

columns of the TZzmes newspaper—were 
transmitted from the central station in 

London ina single night.” 
To give an idea of the work 

passes through this office, it may be stated 

that the total number of telegraph offices 
open at the end of the year 1876 was about 
7,000, and the staff of officers engaged 
exclusively on telegraph duties numbered 
over 10,000 persons. We cannot conclude 
this paper without saying just a word in 
reference to that large body of the tele- 
graph service, the telegraph messengers. 
These youths, when eligible, are drafted 

which 
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into the postal department proper, as letter- 

carriers. They undergo a sort of military 

drill, and those belonging to the London 
district are drilled regularly. The organi- 

zation of the force was carried out by 
Colonel Du Plat Taylor. It was very 
obvious that careful organization was re- 
quired, and with this object in view Colonel 
Taylor aimed at subjecting the force of 
messengers to military regulations and drill. 

Thus there has been created the rank of 

“lance corporal,” the messenger holding 
this position being, as a rule, one of 

superior age, and is placed in charge of 
a division of boy-messengers. That some 
such organisation was really necessary is 
to be inferred from the following humorous 
remarks of Mr. Scudamore upon the sub- 
ject: “It would be of little use for the 

department to employ the best available 

means for carrying a message over a dis- 
tance of 500 miles at the rate of forty 

words a minute, if when it left the wire it 

were to be delayed while the messenger 

played at marbles or jumped over posts. 

And, again, it is obviously of importance 

that special pains should be taken to make 

the messengers who, as boys, would of 

course rather be dirty than clean, keep 

themselves and their clothes in a creditable 

state.” With a view to effect these objects 

a paper of instructions to the boys as to 

conduct and as to delivery was prepared 

by Colonel Taylor, and it has evidently 

had the desired effect. Mr. Scudamore 

states that although some of the mes- 

sengers have been mischievous, and “have 

amused themselves by putting blacking 

into the tea of other boys, or by putting 

mice into the pneumatic tubes,” still, as 

a whole, the force, considering their num- 

ber and their youth, behave very well, and, 

indeed, much better than he expected.


