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abovethe surface. In calmweather, when no 

wavelets arise to wash away the upper earthy 

crust, it possesses a superficies of fifteen 

to twenty yards, allowing of several persons 

moving about with ease. The entire fabric 

consists of a species of peat or interwoven 

rootlets of various plants, including moss 

and aquatic growths of many feet in length. 

The network does not rest upon the bottom 

of the lake, but swims freely upon the surface, 

so that a pole can be moved about with ease 

in various directions underneath. Upon 

one side it inclines downwards, and is here 

firmly attached to the peaty substance 

forming the bed of the lake. Owing to this 

circumstance it constantly reappears at the 

same spot. 

The periodical disappearance of the 

island admits of simple explanation. 

Among the semi-carbonised plant-roots of 

which it principally consists, light carbon- 

etted hydrogen is present in most unusual 

quantity. -The slightest touch develops the 
gas in millions of tiny bubbles from between 

the roots. By means of a small portable 

apparatus, we collected a portion of gas, 

which, being lighted, kindled immediately 

witha strong yellowish flame. The extra- 

ordinary amount of gas was in itself sur- 
prising ; for although inflammable air of 
this character can generally be found in 

stagnant pools, swamps, and morasses, its 
occurrence in such volume is exceedingly 

rare. G 
As soon as the heat of the sun raises the 

temperature of the lake, this light gas is 
developed from the peat; the network of 
roots is filled with innumerable little shining 
bubbles. The island is thereby rendered 
light, and finally rises like a sort of half- 
opened bladder to the surface of the lake. 
As also during winter mud and earth collect 
upon the top, forming a kind of humus or 
soil, this rises with the rest, and affords the 

  

  

means of the island becoming covered with 

a light growth of grass and aquatic plants. 

In warm summers of long continuance the 

place is more densely clothed than in colder 

seasons. At such times it frequently appeats 

as early as June, and does not vanish until 

late in October. As soon as the water 

grows cold and the first night frosts occur, 

the development of gas naturally ceases ; 

the great bladder grows heavy, closes, and 

sinks once more to the bed of the lake, 

in order, as the country folks say, to go 

to sleep for the winter. 

A glance tells what has been the course 

of formation of the Ilsing lake. A large 

peat moor formerly occupied the spot, 

through the middle of which flowed a little 

brook. Long years ago a water-mill was set 

up, to procure the power of which the brook 

was dammed, and the entire moor thereby 

laid under water. The banks of the lake 

consist of sand, of which the stratum 

beneath the peat upon the bed of the lake 

is also probably composed. The island, 

therefore, when lifted by the development 

of the gas, separates from the sandy bottom, 

and rises to the surface. 

Some such peculiar conjunction of favour- 

able circumstances as the above is indispens- 

able to the production of this remarkable 

phenomenon. Easy and simple of explan- 

tion though it be, it is believed, with good 

reason, that no similar appearance is to be 

found throughout the whole of Russia, 

although an island not very unlike it in 

character is said to exist in Holstein. 
Whoever wishes to visit the spot should 

be careful to select the month of July, 
when he will be sure to find that the island 
has awoke from its winter sleep, and is 
already upon the surface. The sight which 

it will then be found to present is that of a 
large dark body, as it does not assume 
its verdant dress until a later period. 

 


