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are fishing they draw themselves up into 
long, straight, and regular files, protected 
by sentinels whose office is to give a signal 
of alarm onthe approach of danger. If any 
cause for uneasiness should arise, the scout 
birds give a piercing cry, not unlike the note 
of a trumpet, and the whole flock would 
immediately wing their way to a place of 
security. Some authors have asserted that 
the flamingo makes use of its long neck as 
a third leg, walking with its head resting on 
the ground like a foot. The fact that has 
doubtless given rise to this supposition is 
the position of the neck, necessitated by its 
peculiar method of seeking food. We are 
told about a flamingo reared in captivity, 
which, being accidentally deprived of one of 
its limbs, found out a remedy for its infirmity 
by walking on one leg and helping itself 
along by means of its bill, using the latter 
asacrutch. ‘The master of the bird noticing 
this, fitted it with a wooden leg, which it 
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OME distance to the -south- 

east of Riga, in the province 

of Livonia, lies the Ilsing 

lake. It is noteworthy fora 

remarkable swimming island, 

which has annually arisen, 

since time immemorial, out 

of the depths of the lake. 

The time of its appearance 

is usually in July. During 

a month or two it becomes 

thinly covered with a little 

scanty grass, and in September or October, 

with the earliest frost, sinks again to the 

bottom to hold its winter sleep until the 

following year. In warm seasons the island 

rises earlier than in cold years ; it happened 

once, indeed, one especially inclement, 

rainy summer, that it never made its appear- 

ance at all. As if to atone for this want of 

punctuality, a casealsohasbeen known when, 

the summer heats being unusually fervent 

  

  

used with the greatest success. But this 

story, which applies very well to a domesti- 

cated bird, which was maimed and conse- 

quently under peculiar conditions, in no way 

invalidates our former observations. 

The flamingo makes itself a nest which 

is as Original as its own personal appearance. 

It consists of a truncated cone about twenty 

inches in height, and formed of mud dried 

in the sun. At the summit of this little 

hillock it hollows out a shallow cavity in 

which the female lays two eggs, rather elon- 

gated in shape, and of a dead white colour. 

When she is incubating she sits astride on 

this novel description of throne with her 

legs hanging down on each side. The 

young ones run about very soon after they 

are hatched, but it is some time before they 

are able to fly, not indeed until they are 

clothed with their full plumage. At two 

years old they assume the more brilliant 

colours of the adult bird. 
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and of long continuance, the island remained 

longer than customary upon the surface ; 

severe frost suddenly set in and took the 

laggard prisoner, but as soon as a thaw 

occurred in spring, it hastened to disappear 

until the following July. 

The oldest people in the neighbourhood 

remember the periodical visits of this phe- 

nomenon from their earliest youth, and 

testify to its invariable reappearance in the 

same place. It is spoken of by a Livonian 

writer in 1780, and has been described in 

geographical accounts of the province ; but 

hitherto no reliable explanation of its origin 

has been made known. During my tour I 

visited the spot, in company with a friend 

acquainted with chemistry, and after some 

examination we succeeded in penetrating 

the cause of the mystery. 

The island is situated some hundred 

fathoms from the north-western shore of the 

Ilsing lake, and rises about eight inches


