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= ELIABLE authorities 

; saul tell us that the 

<< pelican has an 
“ANS appetite so insa- 

ie tiable, and a 

SN stomach so capa- 
x es in cious, that in one 
(Nee \" day it devours as much food 
ashy as would satisfy six men, 

‘The Egyptians have nick- 
named it the “river camel,” 

because it can imbibe at once 

Certainly more than twenty pints of water. 

it only makes 

two meals a day 3 

but, oh, what 

meals they are ! 

Pelicans often 

travel in con- 

siderable flocks, 

visiting the 

mouths of rivers 

or favourite re- 

treats on the sea- 

coast. When 

they have made 

choice of a suit- 

ablefishing-place 

they arrange 

themselves in a   
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his well-lined pouch, and spreads in front of 
him all the fish that it contains, in order te 

feed upon them at leisure. This pouch, 
which plays so important a part in the peli- 

can’s life, is composed of two skins, the outer 

one being a prolongation of the skin of the 

neck ; the inner one is contiguous to the 

coating of the cesophagus. 
The pelican is more common in tropical 

regions than in temperate climates. It is 

rarely seen more than twenty leagues from 

land. Levaillant describes one of those 

wonderful ornithological scenes which only 

occur in unin- 

habited regions. 

At the entrance 
of Saldanha Bay, 

on the south- 

west coast of 

Africa, after 

wading through 
the surf and 

clambering up 

the rocks, “all 

ofa sudden there 

arose from the 

surface of the 

island of Dassen- 

Eyland an im- 

-' penetrablecloud,   
  

wide circle, and begin to beat the water 
with extended wing, so as to drive the fish 

before them, gradually diminishing the circle 

as they approach the shore or some inlet on 

the coast. In this manner they get all the 

fish together into a small space, when the 

common feast begins. After gorging them- 

selves they retire to the shore, where the 

process of digestion follows. Some rest 

with the neck over the back ; others busily 

dress and smooth their plumage, waiting 

patiently until returning appetite invites 

them to fresh exertions, When thus quies- 

cent, occasionally one of these birds empties   

which formed at the distance of forty feet 

above our heads an immense canopy com- 

posed entirely of aquatic birds—cormorants, 

sea-gulls, sea-swallows, pelicans, etc. I be- 

lieve the whole winged tribes of this part of 

Africa were here assembled. Their voices, 

harsh and discordant, formed a noise so 

unmusical that I was every moment com- 

pelled to cover my head in order to relieve 

my ears. The alarm we created was so 

much the more general, inasmuch as the 

birds disturbed were chiefly sitting females. 

They had nests, eggs, and young to 

defend.


