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preparatory to the hazardous enterprise in 
which he was about to engage, showed that 
he possessed uncommon activity, combined 
with no ordinary degree of strength. The 
expression of his countenance was abso- 
tutely sublime, when he gave the signal for 
the tiger to be let loose; it was the very 
concentration of moral energy, the index of 
a high and settled resolution. His body 
glistened with the oil that had been well 
tubbed over it to promote the elasticity of 
his limbs. 

He raised his arm for some moments above 
nis head when he made the signal to admit 
his enemy into the arena. The bars of a 
large iron cage were instantly lifted from 
above; a huge royal tiger sprang forward 
and stood before the Coorg, waving his 
tail slowly backward and forward, erecting 
the hair upon it, and uttering a suppressed 
howl. 

The animal looked first at the man, then 
at the gallery where the rajah and his court 
were seated to see the sports, but did not 
appear easy in its present state of free- 
dom, and was evidently confounded at the 
novelty of its position. After a short sur- 
vey, it turned suddenly round and bounded 
into its cage, from which the keepers, who 
stood above, beyond the reach of mischief, 
tried to force it, but in vain. The bars were 
then dropped, and several crackers fastened 
to its tail, which projected through one of 
the intervals. 

A lighted match was hastily put into 
the hand of the Coorg, the bars were again 
raised, and the crackers ignited. ‘The tiger 
now darted into the arena with a terrible 
yell, and while the crackers were exploding, 
it leaped, turned, and writhed as if in a 
state of frantic excitement. It at length 
crouched in a corner, snarling as a cat does 
when alarmed. Meanwhile its retreat had 
been cut off by securing the cage. During 

-the explosion of the crackers the Coorg 
stood watching his enemy, and at length 
advanced towards it with a slow but firm   

step. The tiger roused itself and retreated, 
the fur on its back being erect, and its tail 
apparently dilated to twice its usual size. 
It was not at all disposed to commence 

hostilities, but its resolute foe was not to be 
evaded. Fixing his eyes intently on the 
fierce animal, he advanced with the same 

deliberate and measured step, the tiger 

retreating as before, but still presenting 

its front to its enemy. 
The Coorg now stopped suddenly ; then, 

moving slowly backwards, the tiger raised 
itself to its full height, curved its back for a 
spring, and lashed its tail, evidently medi- 
tating mischief. Theman continued toretire, - 
and as soon as he was at so great a distance 

that the fixed expression of his eye was no 
longer distinguishable, the ferocious brute 

suddenly bounded forward, crouched, and 

sprang with a short, sharp growl. Its ad- 

versary, fully prepared for this, leaped 
actively on’ one side, and, as the tiger 

reached the ground, swung round his heavy 
knife, and brought it with irresistible force 
upon the animal’s hind leg, just above the 
joint. The bone was instantly severed, and 

the tiger effectually prevented from making 
a second spring. The wounded beast 
roared ; but, turning on the Coorg, who had 

by this time retired several yards, advanced 
fiercely upon him, his wounded leg hang- 
ing loose in the skin, showing that it was 
broken. 

The tiger, now excited to a pitch of reck- ~ 
less rage; rushed forward upon its three legs 
towards its adversary, who stood, with his 
heavy knife upraised, awaiting the encoun- 
ter. As soon as the savage creature came 

within his reach, he brought down the 
ponderous weapon upon its head with a 
force which nothing could resist, laid open 
the skull from ear to ear, and the van- 

quished foe fell dead at his feet. He then 
coolly wiped the knife on the animal’s hide, 
made a dignified salaam to the rajah, and 
retired amid the loud acclamations of the 
spectators.” 

 


